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      Remembering Confirmation 101: 

      The Church is not a Building 
 

If you remember your confirmation class you will remember learning that the 

church is not a place, a building, it is a people.  In other words, we don’t go to 

church, we are the church.   

 

The focus of the teaching of Jesus is on the Kingdom.  The Gospel biog-

raphies are filled with evocative, vivid word pictures called parables, all about 

the Kingdom of God/Heaven. It was Jesus’ central teaching. But this kingdom 

he speaks about is not a where, but a when. It is the state of the world when 

people acknowledge God; when God is honored and worshiped and respect-

ed—the Kingdom is present. Throughout the Gospels you can find Jesus  teach-

ing on the characteristics of his Kingdom people as they reflect the character of 

God in the world. The Church was never about brick and mortar. It was always 

greater than that. It was about a way of being in the world. 

 

Jesus tells Peter he is the rock of the Church. He affirms his disciple Peter’s 

faith and character, and says that he will be the foundation of the Kingdom 

community as it grows. Jesus isn’t hiring Peter (a fisherman by trade) as a sub-

contractor to erect a building with a steeple. He only notes Peter’s devotion, 

and tells him to continue the Kingdom work he’d already begun. He is to stew-

ard the people of God: no building campaign. People are the building blocks. 

 

Jesus feeds the 5,000. A crowd has been listening to Jesus teach on a remote 

hillside, and the nearest Chick-Fil-A is still two thousand years away. The  

gathering there is a mix of the invested, the curious, and the skeptical. No sanctuary or liturgy; only Jesus speaking 

about God in real-time and then sharing a meal with those gathered on the hillside. That would be the model throughout 

the New Testament: Gather.  Eat.  Share.  Remember me.  Live. 

 

The book of Hebrews that we don’t need a middle man. Writing to Jewish believers in Jesus, the author makes it 

clear that a human high priest is no longer needed as a liaison between ourselves and God; that God was not encountered 

only in the temple. Jesus, he writes, gives us each direct access to Divinity. Some of you grew up Catholic, believing the 

priest was an intermediary for us and that a variety of saints gave us special connection to God. This isn’t what the New 

Testament teaches. The priest, rabbi, minister, or pastor is not magic. They can be helpful, but they’re not essen-

tial and they’re not supernatural. And yes, because of this, you can have access to God wherever you are—no matter 

how modest or ordinary the surroundings might be. 
                                             (see page 2) 

                 
            

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+13&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+14%3A13-21&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+4%3A14-16&version=NIV
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(continued from page 1) 
 

The Church grows without a building campaign. The early believers were essentially in house churches, where im-

mediate family, extended family, and friends were already living in deep, meaningful community together. They did-

n’t have to rent out space and a sound system and start service planning. They were already living life together organi-

cally and so they didn’t need to create a destination to foster community. These groups absorbed the new converts, but 

there is no evidence of the healthy evolution of these communities into organized churches. The only mention we have 

is in the book of Revelation, where large, opulent churches are being chastised for their corruption and apathy. 

 

Jesus says where two or three are gathered he is present. Two or three. Not 500 or 6,000. Not an auditorium with a 

speaker, a band, and dozens of rows of chairs. This is Emmanuel, “God with us”. Jesus never promises that with size 

or organization that there would be more of his presence. He didn’t leave building instructions or establish an organi-

zational structure or provide liturgical templates. He affirmed that his people and his presence were the only necessary 

ingredients. They would come to the table together, and he would take a seat there with them. Your kitchen room ta-

ble, a bar in a tap-room, a bench at the park, a coffee shop. He is present there. He said so. 

 

The Apostle Paul tells us we are the Temple. In his letter to the Corinthians, Paul writes to tell Christians in that 

city, that God’s presence is not just above and around them, but within them. They are the very “Body of Christ” on 

earth, they are the “temple of the Holy Spirit”—living, breathing sanctuaries. The idea of them needing to visit a spe-

cific place to have proximity to God was now ludicrous. They were the place. They needed only to go inward. This is 

the heart of the Church then. It still is; not where they gather, but as they gather. 

 

Jesus tells the disciples to remember him. At their final meal before his death, Jesus offers bread and wine as a sym-

bol of his coming sacrifice. He then asks them to remember him when they break bread together in the future. He is 

commanding them not to forget him; to live together and to eat and to remember.  

 

The truth is, Jesus was teaching something very different from what the word “church” means to us today. We’ve 

grown up in the building and the system and the tradition, and so we believe that this is the Church. But the Church as 

a place you visit for an hour on Sunday where God shows up, or where community can solely be found–simply isn’t 

at all Biblical. Again, you may find that building comforting or edifying, and you may find inspiration and wisdom 

there. That may be spiritual community for you.  You are invited by Jesus to join together with others who have 

experienced God in Jesus Christ and be the church.   To be a community where we grow in gratitude, grace and 

service.   

 

Grace and Peace,  

 

Alan  
 

 
 

  Worship Themes for October 
 

 

October 2   Encountering Others:  I-Thou Relationships     

    World Communion Sunday 

 

October 9  Encountering Others:  What the Bible says about the Poor 

 

October 16  Encountering Others:  Welcoming the Stranger  

 

October 23   Blessed Community:  We are the Church Together  

 

October 30  Blessed Community:  Life in the Community of Jesus     

    Reformation Sunday/All Saints Sunday 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+2-3&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A19-20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians+3:16-18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+22%3A14-23&version=NIV
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Elder and Deacon Nominations 

 
One of the most important things you can do as a member of the church is to suggest someone for a position of 

leadership. Our elders discern God's will for the church and lead us along his path. Our deacons serve our mem-

bers through care and support. This can't happen without prayerfully electing godly men and women to these  

positions. (Qualifications for church officers appear in 1 Timothy 3:1-13, Titus 1:5-9 and 1 Peter 5:1-3.) 

 

The nominating committee would love to hear from you about who you think might make a good candidate for 

church leadership. You can nominate yourself or a friend. Just use the form on the Literature Table outside the 

church Office in Hardie Hall or email agriffin46526@comcast.net with the following information: 

 

¶ Name of member for Nominating Committee to consider  

¶ The office (Elder or Deacon ) you believe the person is most suited for  

¶ Reasons for your recommendation 

¶ Your name and phone number 

 

Electing officers to lead and serve is an important duty of a congregation. Under Christ, the church leads itself 

through the officers it selects. Everyone is blessed when the church has good leaders, and enough of them. (And 

everyone is hurt when the church does not have enough good leaders.) So, every member ought to take a keen 

interest in helping the church have good leaders. 

 

Please pray that God would raise up godly women and men in our midst to serve our congregation as officers. 

And please pray about what women and men in the congregation might be ready to be elected as elders or dea-

cons. The more people get involved in this process, the better it is for the whole congregation. 

 

Elders…exercise leadership, government and discipline and have responsibilities for the life of a  

particular church and for the church at large, including ecumenical relationships. 

 

Deacons…minister to those who are in need, to the sick, to the friendless, and to any who may be  

in distress both within and beyond the community of faith. 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our men’s breakfast group is off to a great start. We will be meeting again on Saturday, October 1, at 8:30 am. 

Our plan is to meet about once a month. Our hope is to choose a regular Saturday morning each month so that  

it’s easy for everyone to remember when we meet. This group is open to all the men who are related to our con-

gregation whether member or friend of the church. Please feel free to bring a friend or a neighbor with you.  Our 

meetings will always adjourn no later than 10:00 am.   
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A Stewardship Reflection 
 

 

King Henry Ill lived in Germany long ago. The king grew tired of his royal duties, so he applied to a 

monastery to become a monk. The religious superior of the monastery said to Henry, “Your Majesty, do 

you understand that to join this monastery you must become obedient to me as your religious superior? 

That will be hard because you have been king.” 

 

Henry replied. “I understand. The rest of my life I will be obedient to you, as Christ leads you.” 

 

“Then I will tell you what to do,” said the leader of the monastery. “Go back to your throne and serve 

faithfully in the place where God has placed you.” 

 

That is exactly what King Henry did. When King Henry died, this statement was written about him: 

“The king learned to rule by being obedient.” 

 

We, too, can tire of our responsibilities. Like King Henry we need to be reminded that God has called us 

and equipped us to be faithful in our unique roles—be it as a plumber, accountant, mother, father, pastor, 

or teacher. God expects us to be faithful in our relationships with each other as well as with our re-

sources. 

 

The story about King Henry and what he learned about being faithful to his call has implications for each 

of us today. Jesus taught us that faithfulness starts with the simple and everyday things of life. If each 

day’s activities are a letter written to God, it should be our goal to sign off each night with the words 

“Faithfully Yours.”  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fall Church Work Day-- Saturday, October 15th 

 

On Saturday morning, October 15, we will gather for a fall work day to prepare our property for winter 

and to do some additional indoor cleaning. We will gather at about 8:30 am and work until about 1:00 or 

1:30 pm.  The outside work will include trimming of bushes, cleaning rain gutters, turning off the water 

well and the sprinkler system, gathering up hoses, etc.  In addition to some indoor cleaning we will be 

replacing some ceiling tiles and burned out light bulbs.  Please come and join us.  The fellowship is al-

ways great, and when we work together none of the work is hard.   
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Stitchers Bible Study:   The Stitchers Bible Study will meet the 2nd Wednesday of 

the month, 2:00 pm, at Evergreen Place, 1300 Greencroft Drive.  The first meeting is 

Wednesday, October 12.  Please plan to join us.   

 

If you have questions, contact Donna Palacios, 533 -3529. 

  

 Class on Smart Phones 
 

    On Tuesday, October 4, 7:00 pm, we are offering a class in how to use Smart 

    Phones.   Among the many possibilities possible when our phones are filled 

    with free or very inexpensive apps are:  

 

Phone calls, text messaging, email, and web browsing are easy on your smart phone  

Google Maps turns your phone  into a fully functional GPS navigation system 

Your phone can serve as a fully functional pocket-size weather station 

Play music, or pipe the music to an outside sound system, such as a home or car stereo 

Take great still photos and HD videos with your phone’s built-in camera 

Watch short videos or full-length feature films on your phone, using Netflix, Redbox, YouTube, or 

one of many other easy-to-use video streaming services 

Calendar, calculator, compass, barcode scanner, stopwatch/timer, and much more are all at your fin-

gertips 

Your phone  replaces sticky notes, checklists and notepads 

Make phone calls and video calls anywhere for free 

You can have the Bible, and Guides for Daily Prayer with you at all times   

 

If you are interested in attending this class please call or email the church office  and let us know that you will 

be attending.  Please also share if you already have a smart phone and if so, which phone you have. (533-

7845; jhickman46528@comcast.net)  

 

Congratulations to  

¶ Robert Holbrook, who was awarded the highest rank in the Boy Scouts – the Eagle Scout – on Tues-

day, September 13.  The Court of Honor is being planned for October.  Robert is a member of Troop 5, 

led by Kevin Strite, Mike Clemons and Eric Groves.   His project was dedicated to the  outside of the 

church area – removal and disposal of two trees, install landscape fabric and mulch around trees and 

bushes, repair the chain-link fence around the playground and paint the shed on the edge of church 

property.   Only about six percent of Scouts become Eagle Scouts.  Robert is the son of Jenny and Neil 

Holbrook and brother to Elizabeth and Amy.  (414 South 5th Street, Goshen 46526) 

 

¶ Anna and David Parkinson, on the birth of their son, Daniel Amos Parkinson,.  He was born on 

Saturday, September 17.  His older sister and brother are Theresa and Noah.  (3509 Briarwood Drive, 

Elkhart 46514-7002) 
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 From a very small country in the middle east, Christianity has expanded to where it is today.  The  Presbyterian 
Church in the US was first established in the northeast and taken south and west by preachers/missionaries.  Do you know 
that some early Presbyterian evangelists were very charismatic, often preaching in the open to upwards of 5,000 people?  
You will be amazed if you read a history of the Presbyterian Church.   (See the Stitchers Bible studies about Christianity 
from the beginning to what has occurred with the Presbyterian Church in the US.) 
  Presbyterian missionaries took the gospel to the west and on to Alaska.  One missionary,  Sheldon Jackson, es-
tablished churches and schools in the Northwest and Alaska.   He was very concerned about educating Alaskan natives 
and in Sitka, he established a prep/college.  Some of us have been fortunate to travel there, either for a work camp or just 
to visit.    
 So the question?  Can our church rediscover the fervor once felt?  In several of the articles referenced before, 
ways to revitalize our denomination have been found.  Many pastors are not afraid to make changes in their church practic-
es and each one is encouraged when they reach new people such as immigrants, the homeless or sheltered, those speak-
ing other languages, those who were once church attendees.  Pastors from other countries, including Brazil and Korea, 
have come to work in what they often consider, "The Mission Field."   
 Articles read in the Mission Yearbook* provide many examples of new (and even older)  practices that help pastors 
reach new people.   Mission and service are often mentioned in these articles.  Developing relationships with other agen-
cies, other denominations, schools, and even the government, provide promising ways to serve those underserved.  Here 
are three additional programs that are promising.  (*Go online to pcusa.org/missionyearbook.) 

¶  Urban Connect: In Phoenix, Pastor Eneyas Freitas, Brazilian immigrant, has reached many people. In his 
article, "Building a Church Without a Building", he speaks about establishing a 1001  New Worshiping Congre-
gation.  Rev. E, as he is called, found space in an old warehouse called Vintage 45 to establish a congrega-
tion called Urban Connect.  Other service groups use the facility during the rest of the week.  He says, "I don't 
need an office, my place is where the people are," and "It doesn't matter to me if you have 30 or 300."   

¶  Put the Cross in Crossfit:  In Albany NY, Michael Plank, along with a Lutheran pastor, had interest in 
physical fitness so they established a worship program incorporating fitness, prayer and praise.  Every Friday 
evening the participants sit on the floor in an elongated semi-circle for worship and exercise.  Plank says, 
"Everyone comes with baggage, so we first touch base on where things have been difficult during the week."  
Alternating "times for prayer and proclamation with physical movement...the session continues and concludes 
with a time of 'consolation prayer.'" 

¶  Mustard Seed:  A church is Roswell, GA decided to plant a church for the 'religious nones.*   Rev. Zack 
Morton first met with many people at coffee houses and other places, then with a hiking group.  Partnering 
with Gwinnett Children's Shelter, he started a new church development, beginning with the hiking group.   
Soon others joined.   (*none: not interested in a church.)   

 Of course, many of the practices would not 'fit' our congregation, but isn't it exciting that congregations and pastors 
have found ways to serve?  Are there things we could do to partner with others?  Are there people in our community who 
are not served?  How do we find them?  Can our congregation do more than we do?  Other questions might occur to you.  If 
so, please let us know.              Donna Palacios 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How Do We Keep Our Church Alive? 

Third in the Series 

Sr. High Youth:  Weekly Bible Study on Sunday  

evenings, 5:30 pm, at the home of Susan Hepler Long.  

(19741 Peach Lane, 202-1576) 
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First Fridays—Friday, October 7 

5:30—9:00 pm 

 

Kettle Corn and Apple Slices 

Youth News  
 

The Summer Mission project has been completed with monetary donations and project earnings total 

$610.75 as well as the goods given by some of you.  These will be divided and donations given to Loveway 

Therapeutic Riding Academy, The Window and The Elkhart County Humane Society. We wish to thank all 

those who donated goods, bought goods, or donated money to this project.   

       

Sunday School News 
 

The children, ages 4 through the third grade, will be using a new curriculum this year named WHIRL. The 

first two Sundays were "In the Beginning" (9/18) and "God's Covenant with Noah" (9/25).  These lessons 

included a video presentation and a leaflet to complete and take home each week as well as the usual Bible 

stories and music.  The back of the leaflet included several projects/activities to do at home with their par-

ents/families that should get some good conversations started.  

     The 4th thru 8th graders are studying a program that teaches them what they are in Jesus.  Some lesson 

titles include "We Are ... Children of God", " We Are...the Temple", "We Are...Soldiers" and "We 

Are...Salt". There are special snacks, games and prizes, as well as Bible verse memorization included in 

these lessons.  

      The good news is that Kate Crawford is back to tend the children in the Nursery (Infant thru three-year 

olds) with her tender loving care.  Kate is a senior Pre-Med student at Goshen College and will be with us 

until her graduation in mid December.  We currently are looking for two college students to replace her and  

Jenna who graduated in May.  In the meantime I am asking for high school students or congregants to help 

in the Nursery and Pre-school rooms until we successfully get someone hired. 

       More good news - one of our members has volunteered to read stories to the younger kids one Sunday 

a month.  If anyone else is interested in doing this please let me know.  I think the kids will really enjoy a 

special "Story Teller" to read to them. 

       High School Students continue to have a Bible Study program on Sunday evenings led by Susan Long 

at her home.       Gretchen Wise 

     
 YOU ARE NEEDED!!  We still need some nursery attendant helpers, volunteer teachers and helpers for Preschool/

Kindergarten classes, and substitute teachers for Sundays when the regular teachers cannot be there.  Please see or 

call Gretchen Wise (574/238-1322) to volunteer. 

NEWS:The
NEWS:The
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Looking for Volunteers to  

Clean Church Kitchen  

We are looking for a few volunteers who will 

help us clean the church kitchen.  When we 

renegotiated the contract with the custodians, 

the kitchen was not included in their responsi-

bilities since the kitchen is not used on a 

weekly basis.  We are hoping to recruit a cou-

ple of teams who would rotate in cleaning the 

kitchen each month.  Please contact the 

church office at 533 -7845 or email the  

pastor at agriffin46526@comcast.net to volun-

teer or learn more about this opportunity to 

serve.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Change of  Address:   

    Roberta and Leon Stutzman  

    1725 Juniper Place, Apt. 103    

      Goshen, IN 46526   

 537-3700  

  

Temporary Address:  

     David Snyder ñRoom 2108  

     Hubbard Hill  

     28070 CR 24 

     Elkhart 46517  

 296-4081 
 

 

 

 

 

Office Supplies:  Reopened American  

Countryside Farmers Market (27751 CR 26) 

has office supplies and copy paper at much 

reduced pricesñfor example, Hammermill 

ledger (11x17) copy paper, 20 lb. 92 bright-

nessñone ream is $2.50 (compared to Quill 

pricing at $15.19 a ream).  
 

 

 

Our Mission  
 

    At First Presbyterian Church we live our commitment to God and one another by:  

Reaching UP      > to worship God  

Reaching IN       > to seek abundant life through Jesus Christ  

Reaching OUT    > to share Godõs love with all people 
 

 

 

Our Values  

We Value the Application of Scripture  

We Value Prayer  

We Value Worship  

We Value Service 

We Value Excellence 

We Value Peopleõs Giftedness 

We Value Peopleõs Differences 

We Value Peopleõs Time 

We Value Continual Learning  

We Value Growth  

We Value Commitment  

Cancer Support Group  for patients and 

care givers will begin in September - the 2 nd 

and 4 th  Thursdays of the month, at 7:00 pm, in 

the Library.   Facilitators will be Alan and 

Rhonda Griffin.    

 Sign up sheet and book are on the re-

ception desk.  If you have questions or are in-

terested in learning more about this, please 

contact me.     Alan    
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Please keep in your prayers:    Our armed forces and their families;  Al Hoogenboom; David Snyder; 

Kirby Eysol; Georgia Webster; Elizabeth Billman; Bonnie Stout (mother of Tom (Chris) Stout); Joe 

Dervin;  Toddy Bowser; Evelyn Johnson (mother of Sandy Kurtz); Martha Hepler; Marge Yost (Marciaõs 

mother); Jenny Albert; Jean Wallace; Judy Schlobohm; Tomi Griesenauer (Jenny Paetschõs mother); 

Florence Verhulst (Gretchen Wiseõs sister in Griffin IN); Martha Edel; Margaret Steele; Fritz Huser; 

Amy Cole; Don Myers (Helenõs husband); Dennis Huff; Don LeBeau; Don Griffin (Alanõs father); Art 

Stauffer; Cathy Wray; Colin (Doug and Susan Longõs grandson in Traverse City); Sarah Miller (David 

Peppleõs sister); Bob Main; Gerald Holbrook in FL (Neilõs father); Judith Williams; Sandra Wallace 

(Daveõs  sister); Walt Wagner;  Brad Gilmore (Jenny Albertõs brother);  Ashley Faloon; Julie McCally; 

Brittney Myers in Rochester, NY (Helenõs granddaughter);  Tina Cork (David Peppleõs niece); Richard 

Westphal (Susanneõs son) 

 

  

 

  Our prayers of sympathy are with   

¶ Tiffany (Kevin) Neff and family, upon the death of her father, Roger L. Stephens, in Iriga,           

Philippines on Saturday, September 3.  (17528 Steppelands Lane, Goshen 46526)  

¶ Mrs. Marie Work, upon the death of her son, Robert James Work, of Tampa, Florida, on              

Saturday, September 3.  (1725 Juniper Place, #315, Goshen 46526)  

 

 

 

 
 
  

 

  
 

 
  

 

 

 

October 
Anniversaries 

  
 

 
  
  

10/ 3    Bret Kramer 
10/ 6    Brandon Cutler 
10/ 7    Walt Wagner 
10/ 7    Darwin Olivera 
10/ 7    Lucas Ganger 
10/ 8    Joe Braun 
10/ 8    Julia McCally 
10/10   Darrick Braun 
10/11   Amy Cole 
10/11   Barbara Jester 
10/12   Hernel Silais 
10/13   Geoffrey Lord 
10/14   Doug Long 
10/14   Eloise Yacks 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

10/15   Judi Sorg 
10/18   Sara Barker 
10/19   Doris Shank 
10/22   Patty Dervin 
10/24   Brunie Claudio 
10/24   Cathie Cripe 
10/25   Greg Miller 
10/26   Annie Qualls 
10/27   Jalexis Alonso 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

10/5 Joe and Patty Dervin 
10/9 Darin and Rachael Sorg 
10/9 Kevin and Tiffany Neff 
10/15 Justin and Holly Leatherman 
10/16 Justin and Nicole Lehman 
10/18 Randall and Kelly Sorg 
10/19 Wayne and Jackie Kramer 
10/23 Krys and Allison Yacks 
10/29 Jim and Cathy Wray 

 
   
  
 
 

  

 

October Birthdays 

 

 

Good News, Good News, Good News:  Smart Choice Food Source  brings affordable food  

especially for those in need, but also for anyone who appreciates good food.  The October menu  

will soon be available on a table outside of the office.   www.smartchoicefood.com.  
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Drivers for October 2016  
 

In each Sundayõs bulletin, the next weekõs driver and 

phone number are listed.  Sometimes this driver is dif-

ferent from the name listed below ñ please use the 

name that is in the bulletin.   

     The drivers are now using their personal vehicles to 

pick up riders on Sundays.  It is extremely important 

that if you want a ride on a particular Sunday, you call 

the driver listed in the bulletin.   

     Note:  Herb Apel has graciously volunteered to 

bring those living at Greencroft and wanting a ride to 

church.  His phone number is 537 -4783.  The pick -up 

time is 9:00 am.  

          

     October 2 Marie Palacios  533-3529 

     October 9 Neil Holbrook  535-4662 

     October 16 Mark Lindemood  830-5556 

     October 23 Greg Miller   534-3660 

     October 30 Marie Palacios  533-3529 

 

Adult Sunday School Class:  Continues its 

òMatthewó study by John MacArthur (Thomas 

Nelson, publisher).  All are invited to attend.  

Guest books are available.  

  

 
Thursday Small Group:  This group meets 

once a month on the 2nd Thursday.  Meeting sites 

may be homes, coffee shops, or restaurants, at the 

option of the group members.   Contact Julia or 

Art Stauffer with any questions.   

 

 

October Deacon on Call:   

Janice Caton, 533 -6629 
     
 

 

 

 

On Sunday, October 2,  

Remember to bring packaged or 

canned goods for the Food Pan-

try as part of our celebration of 

Communion.  

 In August, your gifts 

have fed 10 families (23 adults 

and 11 children.)  As of September 27, your gifts 

have fed 15 families (29 adults and 34 children).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sundays: 

- Nursery & Preschool Childcare; 9:00 am 

- Adult Sunday School; 9:15 am  

- K-8 Children’s SS and Worship; 10:15 am 

- Discover First Worship; 10:20 am; 

- Senior High Youth Bible Study; 5:30 pm at the home of         

Susan Hepler Long  

Wednesdays:   Chancel Choir; 6:30 pm    

- Worship Planning Team; 7:45 pm  

- Stitchers Bible Study (2nd); 2:00 pm at Evergreen Place 

Thursdays:   

- Cancer Support Group (2nd and 4th); 7:00 pm; Library 

- Thursday Night Group (2nd); 6:15 pm 

¶ Session (3rd); 7:00 pm  

Saturdays:  The Living Room; 8:15 am     

¶ Saturday, October 1:  Men’s Group Breakfast; 8:30 am 

¶ Sunday, October 2:  World  Communion 

¶ Monday, October 3:  Communion @ Greencroft; 10:15 am 

¶ Tuesday, October 4:  Smart Phone Class;  7:00 pm 

¶ Friday, October 7:  First Fridays; 5:30-9:00 pm 

¶ Sunday, October 9:  Community Luncheon after Worship 

¶ Tuesday, October 11:  Foundation; 6:00 pm 

¶ Wednesday, October 12:  Stitchers Bible Study at Evergreen 

Place; 2:00 pm 

¶ Thursday, October 13:  Thursday Small Group; 6:15 pm              

- Cancer Support Group; 7:00 pm 

¶ Saturday, October 15: Church Work Day; 8:30 am 

¶ Wednesday, October 19:  Newsletter Deadline 

¶ Thursday, October 20:  Session; 7:00 pm 

¶ Thursday, October 27:  Cancer Support Group; 7:00 pm 
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Church Website:   www.discoverfirstchurch.org 
www.facebook.com/discoverfirst 

 

Pastor:  agriffin46528@comcast.net 
Secretary:   jhickman46528@comcast.net 
Treasurer:  wkramer46528@comcast.net 

Phone:  (574) 533-7845; fax (574) 533-4864 
 

  
    Office Hours:   
  Monday-Thursday:     9:00 am-12:00 noon 
  Monday & Wednesday afternoon:   By appointment 
  Tuesday & Thursday afternoon:     1:00-4:00 pm 
  Closed Friday 

     

 
 
 

 Church Staff: 
Pastor:    Alan Griffin 
Secretary:    Jeannie Hickman 
Director of Music:   Marcia Yost 
Organist:    Dennis Huff 
Treasurer:    Wayne Kramer 
Custodians:    Betty and Dave Hershberger 
Nursery Attendant: Kate Crawford 

First Word  

A publication of 
First Presbyterian Church 

215 East Lincoln Avenue, Goshen, IN 46528-3347 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Nursery-Preschool; 9:00 am 

Adult Sunday School: 9:15 am 
Childrenôs Worship & K-8 SS 10:15 am 

Discover First Worship: 10:20 am 
Fellowship before and after Discover First Worship 

Sr. High Bible Study; 5:30 pm  
TUESDAY 

6:00 pm  Foundation (2nd); 6:00 pm 
7:00 pm  Discussion Group 

WEDNESDAY 
Stitchers @ Evergreen Place (2nd); 2:00 pm 

Chancel Choir; 6:30 pm 
Worship Planning Team: 7:45 pm 

THURSDAY 
Thursday Evening Group (2nd):6:15 pm 

Cancer Support Group (2nd & 4th); 7:00 pm; Library 
Session (3rd): 7:00 pm  

FRIDAY 
First Fridays (1st): 5:30-9:00 pm 

SATURDAY 
The Living Room: 8:15-9:45 am 
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