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1 " The word humble comes from the Latin word, h u mi which stself
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May Calendar

The Desert Fathers and Mothers believed that humility was the basic and most important virtue for Christians.
They believed that humility arises out of our awareness of who God is and who we are. No matter how good,
no matter how smart, no matter how powerful we are; our goodness, intelligence and power are insignificant
before God. And yet, God loves us and cares for us. Humility is our appropriate attitude (not the only attitude,
but an important one) before God.

(continued onf pa
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(continued from page 1)

The Desert Fathers and Mothers also believed that humility toward each other was important. Their world
valued power and authority as much, if not more, than ours does. Their emphasis on humility was a repudia-
tion of the value society placed on power and status. Humility for the Desert Christians was a community
value; humility was to be practiced by everyone. To be sure, even they sometimes confused humility with
humiliation. And the church ever since then has made the same mistake. Far too many people have suffered
because we confuse humility with humiliation.

Sometimes people think that humility requires us to allow ourselves to be abused or taken advantage of.

But that is of course, confusing humility and humiliation. Humility involves recognizing and honoring the
humanity and worth of everyone. It involves a sincere attempt to not judge people. What would happen if we
set aside our pride and arrogance in our daily interactions with people? What would your day be like if you
were accepted as a child of God by everyone you met? What would your day be like if you received every-
one as one beloved of God?

It seems to me, that in our search for truth, in our thinking about God, in the way we live our lives, humility
is a crucial and extremely counter cultural component. We all think our beliefs are correct. None of us is
trying to be wrong. No one wakes up in the morning and decides to intentionally live by a set of flawed
beliefs. We all think we are right. And yet, to some extent we all are wrong. Because we are limited beings
living in a particular culture, at a particular time and place, our knowledge of God and truth is limited. This
doesn’t mean we can know nothing about God. It does mean we need to be careful, humble about what we
believe we do know.

Our conversations about God and truth and right and wrong would be much improved — and be actual con-
versations rather than debates — if we began with, “I have tried to think carefully about this, here’s what I
believe. I could be wrong about some of this.” It’s a difficult thing to do. Our culture values certainty. The
admission that one might be wrong is perceived as some type of character flaw in society. In many ways and
for many reasons it is hard to live with the kind of uncertainty that humility brings. At the same time there is
a certain freedom in admitting one doesn’t know everything. It seems to me, some humility before God and
before each other is a virtue to be pursued.

Grace and Peace,
Alan
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ASCENSI| O Nforfy da¥ys after the celebration of the resurrection begins (Acts 1:3), marks the assump-
tion of glory and power by the crucified and risen Lord. This is what we affirm when we say in the Apostles’
Creed that we believe in Jesus Christ who rose on the third day, “ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father.” Ascension Day embodies the meaning of the Easter season - resurrection, ascension
and the giving of the Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ is Lord! He is Lord not just of the church, but is Lord over all
creation. At his name “every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord” (Phil 2:9-10).

PENTECOST

The day of Pentecost brings the Easter season to a climactic finale. The world rejoices with unrestrained joy,
for the God who raised Jesus from the dead has raised the church, and sent it on its missionary tasks, and has
given the Holy Spirit to be its life-giving soul.

The roots of Pentecost are in the Jewish festival of S h a v @ whiclh the Greek word P e n t és ¢he
equivalent—the “fiftieth day.” Shavout is the fifteith day after the beginning of Passover; the Christian Pente-
cost is the fifteith day of Easter. For Israel, Shavout was a day of thanksgiving for the wheat harvest, and an
annual commemoration of the giving of the Law at Mt. Sinai. Just as the giving of the Law marked a new re-
lationship between Israel and the God who had delivered them from Egypt in the Exodus, so Pentecost marks
the beginning of a new relationship between humanity and the God who raised Jesus from the dead.

On that Pentecost following Jesus’ resurrection, Jews from all parts of the Empire were gathered to-
gether. The hearing in one language came as a sign of the reversal of Babel when the unity of the people of
earth was broken by sin. The Spirit comes to bring together the scattered of earth. The Spirit comes to heal a
division and restore unity. Just as all barriers of nationality and language were transcended in the first-century
Pentecost, so it is for us a sign of that day when all barriers separating people will be broken down and hu-
manity will find its true unity in God.

RED is the traditional color, suggestive of the flames of Pentecost and the birth of the church.

TRI NI TY S Wasldddedto the liturgical calendar about A.D. 1000. It centers on a theological
doctrine rather than on an event. It proclaims the Triune God, into whose name we are baptized, and who is
active in redeeming the world. WHITE is the traditional color.
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S.0.S. (Summer of Service) Starting June 5, 2016

Summer Sunday School Program for grades 1 through 8

(Just completed or entering)

Each month this summer the children will be working to help a local charity to help promote the concept
of mission work and helping others. The kids have chosen the projects/agencies they are interested in
helping. The Elkhart County Animal Shelter/Loveway; the Window/homeless persons; and the third still to
be decided (open for suggestions). They have also been brainstorming for projects they can do to help
raise money for supplies for these projects. They are hoping for the congregation and parents help with
donation of time and funds for these projects. We are also planning a "Minute for Mission" the first Sun-
day of each month during the summer to explain the month's project.

There will be a brief meeting after the Service on Sunday, May 1, in Hardie Hall/Library, for all
persons interested in helping with the Summer Sunday School Program. There are many small
ways High School Students, College Students home for the summer months, and any age persons from
our congregation can hel p. I f you are willing, N e
|l age to raise a child. o Please be part of our FPC

NEEDED: Volunteer "/ROCKERS and READERS" for our nursery/toddlers group for the summer months. As
you know, we have had two terrific Goshen College students, Jenna Lee and Kate Crawford, as our helpers
for this age children for the past three years. Since they will both be graduating this year (Jenna in May

and Kate in December) their time with us is coming to an end. Jenna's last Sunday will be May 8" and
Kate's last Sunday until summer break is June 3°. Kate will return the end of August and will help again in
the fall until she graduates in December. We need couples (mother/daughter, friends, spouses etc.) to rock
the babies (and change an occasional diaper) and read and play with the toddlers up through age 3 during
the interim time this summer. If you would be willing to be part of the "RAR" team during the summer
months please sign up. (Sign-up sheet is on the table outside of the office).

PS: There is a televi-
sion in the Nursery
Room so you can
still watch the ser-
vice while caring for
the kids.
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May Wor ship Themes
May 1% The Real Presence: What Presbyterians Believe about Holy Communion
May 8" She: The Feminine Aspects of God
May 15" Mark Lindemood preaching
May 22™ The Mystery of the Three in One
May 29" Joe Braun preaching

Me mor i al Service

The memorial service for Jack Cripe will be held in the sanctuary on Friday, May 13", at 11 am. Jack died
on March 14, 2016.

Mar k Your Calendars
Church Wd&r&athiaryday, June 11, 8: 30 am to 1 pm.
out side projects.
Church Picnic and Swndaoy,r Mbrre hl P.
More details for each of these events will be in next month’s newsletter.
)£ UT 0 EAGA A EAIEIU KETABO to. @ g O
AOT I EECE OAEiITITh ATTT1AcAh AL, @f | RAO
AAT AAOAOA xEOE Ui O i1 21 06A 301, o))
Open HoQesneeva Center, Sunday, May Day!
May 44, p2. m.

For thosenewtoGe n e v a dofa old friéemd:
Re new y o uComesny arrelaxting afternoon exploring our inter-denominational faith-based
retreat, camp a nafericg@hriftien prégrantneng aped to dlle r
Hike our trails, walk our Labyrinth, enjoy snacks, check out the Lake and Woodland cabins. Go ca-
noeing! You'll have a chance to meet some of the staff, chat with GCI Board members and explore the list of
upcoming events at Geneva Center.
Find out how Geneva Center can be a resource for you, as well as your church or organization. S e e
y 0 u t hisenoréh bf Rochester, IN on Old 31, near CR 550.

Check out our web site. "Like us" or let us know you will join us on Facebook.

Remember,1 0 % d i $ocall Sumnbher Camp registrations p a ibydMay 1!
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Brothers and Sisters; High School Students -

We hope you have reserved the dates because it is going to be here
before you know it!  Not only that, but the registration period,
through May 31  has begun!

What is this? Of course, we are talking about the Trienni-

um. The biggest, most awesome gathering of Presbyterian youth
in the world!  For four days, July 19  -23, high school kids
from all over the world will be getting together at Purdue
University in Lafayette. These days will be full of music and
learning and worship and, best of all, just hanging out having

fun, making relationships and deepening your faith.

There will be some adults there for supervision and so they can do
some learning as well. We have a few spots for adults serving as
chaperones. There are also educational and training opportunities
for adults who work with youth in the church. This triennium has
it all!

Some things you need to know include

Where: Purdue at West Lafayette, IN

When: July 19 -23

Who: Kids entering high school and those who will graduate
in May

One of the biggest questions is about cost. The cost for Triennium
is: $505. That cost is traditionally broken down into three portions
with the local church, the presbytery and the participant each pay-
ing $169. The fee includes room and board for the four days.

If you are interested and would like to know more, or if you want to
sign up right now, all of that can be handled by contacting one of
the presbytery's registrars:

Anna Parkinson David Lawrence
574-214-5972 269-240-8700

This is a great opportunity and it happens right here in our very
own preshytery. Most kids only get one chance to go to this event
that occurs every three years. Make sure you don't miss it!
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Tuesday Evening Discussion

The Tuesday Evening Group will meet again on May 3, 10, 17, and 24" at 7 pm. The group will not meet on May 31%. We will
be exploring several presentations from Krista Tippett’s radio show On B e Rleasgjoin us.

David Red&itmmddt omy of Gratitude

Now nearing 90, Brother David Steindl-Rast has lived through a world war, the end of an empire, and the fascist takeover of his
country. He's given a TED talk, viewed over five million times, on the subject of gratitude — a practice increasingly interrogat-
ed by scientists and physicians as a key to human well-being. He was also an early pioneer, together with Thomas Merton, of
dialogue between Christian and Buddhist monastics. In this conversation from our visit to the Gut Aich Priory monastery in St.
Gilgen, Austria, he speaks of mysticism as the birthright of every human being, and of the anatomy and practice of gratitude as
full-blooded, reality-based, and redeeming.

Loui s NewmanRefreshing Practice of Repentance

The High Holy Days create an annual ritual of repentance, both individual and collective. Louis Newman, who has explored
repentance as an ethicist and a person in recovery, opens this up as a refreshing practice for every life, even beyond the lifetime
of those to whom we would make amends.

Jonathad Tha®clds gnity of Difference

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks is the former Chief Rabbi of Great Britain and one of the world’s deep thinkers on religion in our
age. He’s justreleased anewbook, Not i n Godds Name: Co nlf thisantirhaie ¢coyersiRienlwithg i o
Krista, he speaks about how Jewish and other religious ideas can inform modern challenges. Rabbi Sacks says that the faithful
can and must cultivate their own deepest truths — while finding God in the face of the stranger and the religious other.

Bren® 8M&wn Courage to Be Vulnerable

Courage is borne out of vulnerability, not strength. This finding of Brené Brown’s research on shame and "wholeheartedness"
shook the perfectionist ground beneath her own feet. And now it’s inspiring millions to reconsider the way they live, parent, and
navigate relations with members of the opposite gender.

MartinoShden tuality of | maginati on

Actor Martin Sheen as you've never heard him before. He has appeared in over 100 films, including Ap o ¢ a | y.[H& sebestN
known on television as President Bartlet in seven seasons of T h e  We sBut MdiinrSlgeen, born and still legally named
Ramon Estévez, has had another lesser-known life as a spiritual seeker and activist. He returned to a deep and joyful Catholic
faith after a crisis at the height of his fame in mid-life. He’s been arrested over 60 times in vigils and protests. “Piety is some-
thing you do alone,” he says. “True freedom, spirituality, can only be achieved in community.”

Capital Campaign/ Building

Last fall our congregation engaged in a very successful capital campaign to fund three important projects: a new roof over
Hardie Hall, replace the boiler in Westminster educational building with two furnaces for the children’s ministry area, and
replace the flooring in the two narthex areas into Hardie Hall. All of this work has been completed. Our initial financial goal
was about $35,000. We have raised in gifts and pledges over $46,000. Approximately one half of these funds have been paid
to date. Pledges were made to be paid over a one-to-three year period, at the discretion of the donor.

The gifts over the amount of the original projects will be used for additional building work. We have already replaced a special-
ty hot water booster for our commercial dishwasher in the church kitchen. The cost of this unit was $1666. Other projects under
consideration are removing a chimney for the old Westminster boiler. We have discovered that small chunks of the brick on this
chimney have fallen. We need to remove this chimney before someone gets hurt or a car parked in the alley is damaged.

Another project could be seeking to address the water damage to several walls in the youth center. We have fought this problem
over the last 10 years. We have slowed it down at times but have never completely solved the issue of water seeping in to the
wall and damaging the paint and cinderblock walls. We hope to continue to replace lighting with highly efficient bulbs and fix-
tures.

If you have other recommendations for building projects or would like to make a contribution to our capital campaign building
funds, please contact the pastor or church treasurer.
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http://www.onbeing.org/program/david-steindl-rast-anatomy-of-gratitude/8361
http://www.onbeing.org/program/louis-newman-the-refreshing-practice-of-repentance/7923
http://www.onbeing.org/program/louis-newman-the-refreshing-practice-of-repentance/7923
http://www.onbeing.org/program/dignity-difference/188
http://www.onbeing.org/program/dignity-difference/188
http://www.onbeing.org/program/brene-brown-on-vulnerability/4928
http://www.onbeing.org/program/brene-brown-on-vulnerability/4928
http://www.onbeing.org/program/martin-sheen-spirituality-of-imagination/8257
http://www.onbeing.org/program/martin-sheen-spirituality-of-imagination/8257

Stitchers Bible Study: The Stitchers Bible
Study, entitled 0Come to
the church library on the second and fourth
Wednesday mornings at 10:00 am. The entire
study is on various oOwat
in Christian practice.
All women are welcome. We do provide
refreshments, so please let the office know that
you are coming. This is one of the best studies
that we have had lately. It is provided by Presby-
terian Women.  Please join us.
Senior High Youth: Weekly Bible Study on
Sunday evenings, 5:30 pm, at the home of Susan
Hepler Long. (19741 Peach Lane, 202 -1576)
| Y E AIO(F?E '?\(L)J EOE A Frg&n th&'freas rg\rA For ';hose who received
AEOT OCEI 60 U | EAA UJ égg T ARG YAt
| OAT ARO O E1 A O é éch ljthesat nt for-
PO P DA comn r software program
91 00 O~AA OEA OAO..I AO..E EAI A wid 'I.dealtetll_:agoEcl%ngéd If ygull\awéa question
P'OOEI O ST EIT x| on your statement, please call the church.
Wayne Kramer
Our Mission
At First Presbyterian Church we live our commitment to God and one another by:
Reaching UP > to worship God
Reaching IN > to seek abundant life through Jesus Christ
Reaching OUT > to share Godo6s | ove with a
Our Values
We Value the Application of Scripture
We Value Prayer
We Value Worship
We Value Service
We Value Excellence
We Value Peoplebds Giftedness
We Value Peoplebs Differences
We Value Peopleds Ti me
We Value Continual Learning
We Value Growth
We Value Commitment
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May Birthdays May Annjiversa

51/ 2 Cindy Cm/jopeger Hudson Hoobe¢w Philip & Sandra B

5/°5 Yasmi ns5/Al@nsoJohn Hubers5/7 Gary & Martha|Kaz

5/ 6 Pi Welg/inmtonTiffany Nebfl1dNeil & Jenny Holb

5/ 8 Andrews /Bxlaun Kevin Neffs5/21Roger & Debbie Sn

5/ 10 Dave Waj/l2axe Garrett Miller

5/ 11 Mar t ha 55dzed Mi chelle Cripe

5/ 12 Ledia Odjivyzera John Fer gus "g

5/ 15 Benjamig/ GangelSusanne Wes »

5/ 15 Mar t ha H(IaZZGTIieI‘LCaZrarky Coope 2”<

5/ 16 Neil Hog/bxmok Marie Pal ac |

5/ 17 Kal |l om sRhagney Sandy Hock ‘gg
Please keep in your prayers: Our armed forces and their families; Evelyn Johnson (mother of
Sandy Kurtz);Susan Long, Mart ha Hepl er; Olive Hol deman; Mar
bert ; Jean Wall ace; Judy Schl obohm; Kel | i Myers (|Ste
Griesenauer (Jenny Paetschds mot her); FIl orence Ve|r hu
Edel ; Mar gar et Steel e; Fritz Huser; Amy Col e; Donf My
Don Griffin (AlandtsCdabhheW)ayAr€ColSiaufbeung and Sulsan
erse City),; Sarah Miller (David Peppleds sister);| Bo
Gerald Hol brook in FL (Neilds father); Judith Wil|lia
Brad Gil more (Jenny Al bertds Dbrother); Ashl ey Fall oo
(Hel ends granddaughter) Tina Cork (David Peppl eds

Our Prayers of Sympathy are with Pastor Alan Griffin and family, upon the death of his aunt, Doro-
thy Stringer, on April 9, in Tower City, ND. (309 Colorado Drive, Goshen 46526 -1401)

Good News, Good News, Good News: Smart Choice Food Source
brings affordable food especially for those in need, but also for any-
one who appreciates good food. The May menu will soon be availa-
ble on a table outside of the office. ww.smartchoicefood.com.
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Drivers for May 2016

I n each Sunday’s bulletin, t h
number are listed. Sometimes this driver is different from
the name listed below — please use the name that is in the
bulletin.
The drivers are now using their personal vehicles to pick
up riders on Sundays. It is extremely important that if you
want a ride on a particular Sunday, you call the driver listed
in the bulletin.
Note: Herb Apel has graciously volunteered to bring
those living at Greencroft and wanting a ride to church. His

phone number is 537 -4783. The pick -up time is 9:00 am.

May 1 Mark Lindemood 830-5556
May 8 Greg Miller 534 -3660
May 15 Marie Palacios 533-3529
May 22 (no driver confirmed)

May 29 Mark Lindemood 830-5556

Adult Sunday School Class meets at 9:15 am in
the Chapel. The class is studying the book
oOMatt hewd6, by John MacAr
publisher). All are invited to attend. Guest books
are available.

Thursday Small Group: This group meets
once a month on the 2nd Thursday. Meeting sites
may be homes, coffee shops, or restaurants, at the
option of the group members. Contact Julia or
Art Stauffer with any questions.

May Deacon on Call: Betsy Kastro, 333 -8340

- AD

&EOOO 2 &UHEAMUIM
vdoamdnmn DI

Sundays:

- Adult Sunday School; 9:15 am

- Discover First Worship; 10:20 am; Children’s Worship & SS;
10:20 am

- Senior High Youth Bible Study; 5:30 pm at the home of
Susan Hepler Long

Tuesdays:

9 Discussion Group; 7:00 pm

Wednesdays:

- Stitchers Bible Study (2nd and 4th); 10:00 am; “Come to the
Waters”

- Chancel Choir; 6:30 pm

- Worship Planning Team; 7:45 pm

T hur s dSessfos (3rd); 7:00 pm

Sat ur dlaeyising Room; 8:15 am

T Sunday, Convamnon 1 :

T Monday, Qdmanyuniod atGreencroft; 10:15 am
f Tuesday, Disbissign Gdup; 7:00 pm

T Fri day, FiMAariays55:30-9:00 pm

T Sunday, MutheysD&y:

f Tuesday, Ditasgion GrQup; 7:00 pm

T Wednesday,StitédasyBibld Study; 10:00 am
T Thur sday, Thivkday SmallZGroup; 6:15 pm
f Tuesday, Fdimlayion;b:30:pm;

- Discussion Group; 7:00 pm
(ﬂ Thur sday, SesMany7:00lp@ :
Tuesday, DiMasgion Qréup; 7:00 pm

We dnesday,StitdéhasyBible Hudy; 10:00 am
NVeeryoriaBDahy.

= —a -

Monday,

On Sunday, May 1, remember
to bring packaged or canned
goods for the Food Pantry as
part of our celebration of com-
munion.

In March and April,
your gifts fed 16 families (43
adults and 9 children).
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First Word  (mAY 2016)
First Presbyterian Church
215 East Lincoln Avenue
Goshen, IN 46528

First Word

A publication of
First Presbyterian Church
215 East Lincoln Avenue, Goshen, IN33@328

SUNDAY WORSHIP
Adult Sunday School: 9:15 am
Discover First Worship: 10:20 am
Chi | dr e n 65SuayrSehboi: 10:2&amK
Fellowship before and after Discover First Worship
Sr. High Bible Study; 5:30 pm
TUESDAYS
6:00 pm Foundation (3rd); 6:00 pm
7:00 pm Bible Study Group
WEDNESDAY
Stitchers Bible Study (2nd and 4th): 10:00 am
Chancel Choir: 6:30 pm
Worship Planning Team: 7:45 pm
THURSDAY
Thursday Evening Group (2nd): 6:15 pm
Session (3rd): 7:00 pm
FRIDAY
First Fridays (1st): 59300 pm
SATURDAY

Church Website: www.discoverfirstchurch.org
www.facebook.com/discoverfirst

Pastor: agriffind6528@comcast.net
Secretary: jhickman46528@comcast.net
Treasurer: wkramer46528@comcast.net
Phone: (574) 53845; fax (574) 58864

Office HoursMondayhursday:
Monday & Wednesday afternoon:

9:00 ari2:00 noon
By appointment

Tuesday & Thursday afternoon: 1:064:00 pm
Closed Friday
Church Staff:

Pastor: Alan Griffin

Secretary: Jeannie Hickman

Director of Music: Marcia Yost

Organist: Dennis Huff

Treasurer: Wayne Kramer

Custodians: Betty and Dave Hershberger

Nursery Attendants: Jenna Lee

12

FIRST WORD

MAY 2016




