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on behalf of Protestants. That is kind of my point.

As an ordained minister in the Presbyterian Church (USA), I wouldn’t even try to speak on behalf of Presby-
terians, even my branch of them. Even in my role as the PCUSA’s appointed representative to the Faith and
Order Commission of the World Council of Churches, the only official international body where Protestants,
Roman Catholics, and Orthodox representatives sit together to talk about how to overcome the barriers that
separate us in order to achieve Christian unity — even in that context, I speak only for myself as an ordained
Presbyterian pastor and a representative of my church.

Now, to be sure, the Pope does not sit on the Faith and Order Commission but sends his representatives as
well. But if the Pope sat on the Commission, he could speak on behalf of the Catholic Church while there is
no one in the Presbyterian Church invested with the same kind of ecclesial or moral authority.

(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)

As a feminist, I see this difference between our ecclesial structures — the difference between a hierar-
chy of power and authority and a sharing of power and authority — as one of the most important
differences between Catholics and Protestants (of course, the ordination of women ranks pretty high
as well!). While there are a wide variety of ways that Protestants have gone about sharing power and
authority, I will use Presbyterianism as one example.

Presbyterian polity (church governance) is radically egalitarian. The theological undergirding of our
polity is the belief in the “priesthood of all believers.” This means that all Christians are recognized
as “priests” in that we are all called to minister to one another. On many Presbyterian church bulle-
tins, you will see the names of the individual pastors who serve that church but the congregation is
identified as the “ministers.”

Our governing bodies — presbyteries (local), synods (regional), and general assembly (national) —
include equal numbers of teaching elders (pastors) and ruling elders (laypeople). While pastors/
teaching elders must have at least a Master of Divinity degree and are recognized as educated
authorities on church history, theology, and scripture — all of our governance is shared between lay-
people and trained clergy. This includes the development of our theological statements as well as our
public policy work.

In addition to reflecting our theological belief in the priesthood of all believers, this structure is an
embodiment of our belief that God works in, with, and through communities of believers as we
struggle to discern God’s will for us in the world.

I believe in shared power. I believe that God’s grace and wisdom can and does work through commu-
nities of people who carefully, prayerfully, and honestly seek to discern what is good and just, and
right — together in good faith. I have seen it happen. | have experienced it happening.

At the same time, the work of community discernment can be slow. And painful. And difficult. And,
as Protestants, we are often too prone to “leave” the table and form another church when we disagree
with the discernment of the larger community.

As a Protestant, | get that.

There are some things that I believe so deeply and fervently that I, too, would leave a church that
denied those beliefs. The abolition of slavery and the insistence on the humanity and freedom of all
God’s children seem a worthy place to stake one’s ground. As does the absolute equality and valua-
tion of women in society and as ministers of the Word and Sacrament.

Perhaps that is the Achilles heel of Protestantism, our too ready willingness to part ways when we
disagree theologically rather than a ready willingness to wrestle with God and each other over those
painfully divisive issues.

This is where the Roman Catholic church has an apparent advantage. As a hierarchical structure,
authority is vested in the Pope. Watching the world sit up and pay attention — as he criticizes the
overweening greed of our capitalist system, as he puts the world’s poor and marginalized at the cen-
ter of his agenda, and as he speaks out clearly and forcefully about the moral necessity of addressing
climate change — makes me a little envious.

(continued on page 3)
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While everything he has said about capitalism, poverty, or climate change has already been said by
Christian theologians and ethicists; when the Pope says it — people listen. Of course, politicians,
pundits, and economists are scrambling all over themselves to point out that the Pope doesn’t know
anything about economics and should stick to saving souls but the fact that he is raising important
moral questions about the social structures of our world is impacting the conversation.

It is very much the task of theology and religious traditions to stake out moral touchstones in our
world. The values of interdependence, equity, community, the common good, sustainability, and
honoring the sacred (among others) are moral touchstones that ought to guide human behavior in the
world — economic, social, interpersonal, and political behavior. Religion is not what we do on Sunday
(or Friday or Saturday), for religious people, our faith should shape our behavior all the time and our
values should define the structures of our society — including our economic structures.

While many theologians, churches, and religious groups have been working on these issues for
decades, the Pope commands an authority that is singularly invested in his hierarchal position. His
influence is directly related to his position.

Ultimately, perhaps that’s the Achilles heel of the Catholic church. Vesting so much authority and
power in one person means that a lot more is riding on the idiosyncrasies, theological orientation,
and personal commitments of an individual man in terms of the leadership and vision that he is able
to offer to the world. While I happen to like what this Pope has to say, and find myself strangely
proud, as a Christian, that he is using his position and moral authority to speak a Christian message
to the world that I largely support — that hasn’t always been the case.

And so, while I admire this Pope enormously and admit to some serious Protestant Pope Envy
when it comes to the moral authority he is able to bear on the compelling issues of capitalism, greed,

climate change, and justice in the world today — I’m still persuaded that shared power and authority
is a more just political, social, and ecclesial model.

I hope you found Rev. Peters’ thoughts engaging. My prayer is that we can all learn from Pope Francis
while also learning from our own profound faith tradition.

May God continue to bless you on your journey.

Alan

Church Website (www.discoverfirstchurch.org)
How to Study the Bible Faithfully

This new section will include recommended resources, articles on biblical authority, Guidelines for
Biblical Interpretation; What Presbyterians believe about the Bible; Why Should I Read the Bible.
[t will be under the Reaching In tab at the top of each page.
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Capital Campaign Results

We are off to a great start with our capital campaign to pay for the new roof over Hardie Hall, new furnaces
for the children’s ministry area, and flooring in the two foyers coming into Hardie Hall. The total cost of these
three projects is $34,681. We have already raised in gifts and pledges about $13,000.

If you have not yet had the opportunity to make your gift or pledge we invite you to prayerfully consider what
you can do. Pledges can be paid weekly, monthly, quarterly, or any other frequency over three years that suites
your personal financial situation and cash flow. If you have questions or concerns, please contact Pastor Alan
Griffin or Treasurer Wayne Kramer.

Church Officer Nomination
Servant Leaders: Serving the Church in the Offices of Elder and Deacon

—Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services,
but the same Lord. . .. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common
good. 1 Corinthians 12:4, 7

The election of church officers is at the heart of what it means to be Presbyterian. Please give prayerful
thought to any individuals you feel have demonstrated gifts for leadership and a commitment to the life and
ministry of this congregation.

Please take this opportunity to help the Nominating Committee identify committed individuals to serve
First Presbyterian Church as elected officers.

Nominating forms for the offices of Elder, Deacon, and the Foundation are available in the pew racks and the
literature racks.

Calendar Correction: NT Study is incorrectly listed as beginning October 4.
Awaiting responses before the begin date is confirmed.

Session will meet on Thursday, October 29, 7:00 pm (not October 22).
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Spiritual Practice of Saying Grace

It is most appropriate to pause before a meal to give thanks to God for the food and all of God’s gifts to
us. When others join you for a meal, you may want to be creative in deciding how to say grace.

Everyone can hold hands seated or standing around the table.

Each person may be given a chance to give thanks for something special.

The children can say grace for the group.

One person can say grace aloud for the group.

The group can say grace together using copies of a prayer placed around the table in advance.

Suggested Prayers

Give us grateful hearts, our Father, for all thy [your] mercies, and make us mindful of the needs of
others; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Bless, O Lord, thy [your] gifts to our use and us to thy [your] service; for Christ’'s sake. Amen.

Blessed are you, O Lord God, King of the Universe, for you give us food to sustain our lives and make
our hearts glad; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us thank God for food when others are hungry; for drink when others are thirsty; for friends when
others are lonely. Amen.

Be present at our table, Lord! Be here and everywhere adored. Your mercies bless, and grant that we
may feast in paradise with Thee! Amen.

For good food and those who prepare it, for good friends with whom to share it, we thank you Lord.
Amen.

Bless, O Lord, these gifts to our use and us in your service; relieve the needs of those in want and give
us thankful hearts; for Christ’'s sake. Amen.

Blessed art Thou, Lord of all Creation. Through your goodness we have these gifts for our use, the fruit
of your bounty and the work of human hands. As they become part of our substance may they give you
honor and glory. Amen.

Bless O Lord this food [these gifts] to our use and us to thy loving service; and keep us ever mindful of
the needs of others. Amen.

Bless O Lord, this food to our use, and us to thy loving service; and make us ever mindful of the needs
of others, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Lord, bless this food to our bodies and our bodies to your service. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Bless us, O Lord, for these Thy gifts, which we are about to receive from Thy bounty. Through Christ
our Lord we pray. Amen.

For what we are about to receive, may the Lord make us truly thankful. Amen.
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Stitchers Bible Study

The Stitchers Bible Study, entitled “Come to the Waters”, meets in the church library on the second and fourth
Wednesday mornings at 10:00 am. The entire study is on various ‘waters’ found in the Bible and in Christian
practice.

All women are welcome. We do provide refreshments, so please let the office know that you are com-
ing. This is one of the best studies that we have had lately. Itis provided by Presbyterian Women. Please
join us.

Senior High Youth

Weekly Bible Study on Sunday evenings, 6:30 pm, in Hardie Hall. The Study is led by Susan Hepler Long.

Invitation To The New Testament

8 sessions, 60-90 minutes
Beginning soon, at a time to be determined . ..

Explore the writings of the New Testament using the story of Jesus as the starting point. This survey of the
New Testament looks at how the early church took ownership of and was shaped by the story of Jesus and
how the church learned how to develop as disciples and create communities of faith.

Participants find a deeper conversation with the writers of the NT and a renewal of our commitment to be
shaped—personally and communally—by the story of Jesus.

In the weekly video segments, listen as scholars fascinate you with facts and information that opens new un-
derstanding and enlightenment for your group. In the second video, sit in on a table conversation between
guest scholars and debate key issues in the text.

Sessions

. Jesus Calls Us Into God's Redemption Story

. Jesus Calls Us to a Transformed Life

. Jesus Calls Us to Minister to a Hostile World

. Jesus Calls Us to Complex Communities of Faith

. Jesus Calls Us to Serve One Another

. Jesus Calls Us to a New Relationship With Tradition

. Jesus Calls Us to Live in Light of His Coming Again

. Jesus Calls Us to Experience the Gifts of His Dying and Rising

ONOO PR WN -

If you have been waiting for the right opportunity to grow in faith, this is an excellent opportunity for you.

Refreshments will be shared. Occasionally we may share a meal together as well. We were going to try
classes on Thursdays at 10:00 am and 7:00 pm, but schedule conflicts prevented it. If you want to be a part
of this class, please contact Alan and share your interest as well as when you could and could not attend.
Surely, there is a time that will catch most of us. Childcare will be determined by the needs in the group and
availability of sitters. Please enroll by calling the church office at 574-533-7845, or emailing the pastor at
agriffind6526@comcast.net, or signing up at the literature table in Hardie Hall.
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Sermon Topics in October

Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow: Claiming the Sacred

October 4
October 11

October 18 Guest Preacher

Beyond Either/Or Thinking
Abiding Joy and Holy Laughter

October 25 Walking the Way sermon series begins

New Address: (After October 18)

Gretchen Wise
1301 Sweet Clover Drive
Goshen, IN 46526

New Baby: Nora Mae Neff, born Monday, September 21, to Tiffany and Kevin Neff. Nora’s big
brother is Kallom Rhamey. (17528 Steppelands Lane, Goshen 46526)

574-238-1322

Reaching UP
Reaching IN
Reaching OUT

We Value Prayer
We Value Worship
We Value Service

We Val ue
We Val ue
We Val ue

We Value Growth

Our Mission

At First Presbyterian Church we live our commitment to God and one another by:

Our Values

We Value the Application of Scripture

We Value Excellence

We Value Continual Learning

We Value Commitment

> to worship God
> to seek abundant life through Jesus Christ
> to share God’s love with all people

Peoplebds Giftedness
Peoplebds Differences
Peoplebds Ti me
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Sanctuary Symbols

What IHS really means 1 Jesus

The name “Jesus”, in Greek, is written 5 d { evbich is transliterated as “ihsous”
and pronounced i U s oThisis the Holy Name as it was written in the Gospels.
However, in Hebrew, the name “Jesus” is written which is transliterated as
“yeshu‘a” and pronounced y e s h IFmally, in Latin, the Holy Name is written

lesus which gives us the English “Jesus”, since the “j” often replaces the “i” at
the beginning of a word (as well as between vowels).

The insignia “IHS” comes from the Latinized version of the Greek 5 d 0 @ Thi$ is the true meaning
of IHS, it is the first three letters of the Greek spelling of Jesus. The insignia is nothing more (and
nothing less) than the symbol of the Holy Name.

lesus Hominum Salvator 1 Jesus the Savior of men
It is popular legend that the IHS stands for the Latin phrase lesus Hominum Salvator, “Jesus the
Savior of (all) Men”. While this is a fine devotion, it is not historically accurate.

English-language interpretations of "IHS" have included "I Have Suffered" or "In His Service", or
jocularly and facetiously "Jesus H. Christ". However meaningful or clever these interpretations might
seem, they are, nevertheless, simply wrong.

The crown is a symbol of royal authority, and is often used for Christ, the
King of kings. It may also be used as a “crown of life,” the eternal reward
of the faithful. When used together, the cross and crown symbolize the
reward of the faithful in the life after death to those who believe in the cru-
cified Savior. "Be thou faithful unto death and | will give thee the Crown of
Life", Rev. 2:10.

First Fridays? Friday, October 2 :
5:30? 9:00 pm .
Free Kettle Corn and Apples .

Good News, Good News, Good News: Smart Choice Food Source brings affordable food
especially for those in need, but also for anyone who appreciates good food. The October menu
is available on the table outside of the office. The deadline to order is Sunday, October 11.
Pick-up is Saturday, October 24.  (www.smartchoicefood.com)
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October October
Birthadays

Anniversaries
10/ 3 Bret Kramer 10/14  Doug Long
10/ 7 Walt Wagner 10/14  Eloise Yacks 10/5 Joe and Patty Dervin
10/ 7 Darwin Olivera 10/15 Judi Sorg 10/9 Darin and Rachael Sorg
10/ 7 Lucas Ganger 10/18  Sara Barker 10/9 Kevin and Tiffany Neff
10/ 8 Joe Braun 10/19  Doris Shank 10/16  Justin and Nicole Lehman
10/ 8 Julia McCally 10/22 Patty Dervin 10/19  Wayne and Jackie Kramer
10/10 Darrick Braun 10724 Bruni Claudio 10/23 Krys and Allison Yacks
10/11 Amy Cole 10/24  Cathie Cripe 10/29  Jim and Cathy Wray
10/11 Barbara Jester 10/25  Greg Miller 10/30  Scott and Missy Craver
10/12 Hernel Silais 10/26  Annie Qualls
10/13 Geoffrey Lord 10/27 Jalexis Alonso

Please keep in your prayers: Judy Schlobohm; Olive Holdeman; Charli Hurley; Kelli Myers
(Steve Bowser’s fiancée); Georgia Webster; Tomi Griesenauer (Jenny Paetsch’s mother); Dave
Wallace; Florence Verhulst (Gretchen Wise’s sister in Griffin IN); Jenny Albert; Mary Ann Snyder;
Martha Edel; Margaret Steele; Fritz Huser; Amy Cole; Don Myers (Helen’s husband); Dennis Huff;
Don LeBeau; Don Griffin (Alan’s father); Art Stauffer; Cathy Wray; Martha Hepler; Colin (Doug
and Susan Long’s grandson in Traverse City); Sarah Miller (David Pepple’s sister); Bonnie Stout
(mother of Tom (Chris) Stout); Bob Main; Gerald Holbrook in FL: (Neil’s father); Judith Williams;
Sandra Wallace (Dave’s sister); Walt Wagner; Brad Gilmore (Jenny Albert’s brother); Ashley Fa-
loon; Julie McCally; Brittney Myers in Rochester, NY (Helen’s granddaughter); Tina Cork (David
Pepple’s niece); Richard Westphal (Susanne’s son)

Our Prayers of Sympathy are with

e Herb and Lorelei Apel, upon the death of Herb’s sister, Eileen Braunshausen, on Sunday,
September 13. Visitation and funeral took place in Lombard, IL. (1422 Greencroft Drive, Goshen
46526)

e Krys and Allison Yacks, upon the death of Krys’ step-brother, Justin M. Woods, of Elkhart on
Thursday, September 17. (901 South 7th Street, Goshen 46526)

e Scott and Amy Cole, and Sarah (Eric) Becker, upon the death of Scott’s mother and Sarah’s
grandmother, Leola Bailey Cole, of Salyersville, KY on Friday, September 18. (Scott and Amy —
2525 College Avenue, Goshen 46528; Sarah — 335 James Street, Elkhart 46516

e Chris and Tom Stout, upon the death of Chris’ mother, Ruth Ann Reynolds, of Bluffton on Sunday,
September 20. (70911 Tecumseh Drive, Nappanee 46550-9309)

PC(USA) - Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) website:

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/pda/

9 FIRST WORD OCTOBER 2015



Drivers for October

In each Sunday's bulletin, the next week's driver and phone
number are listed. Sometimes this driver is different from
the name listed below — please use the name that is in the
bulletin.

The drivers are now using their personal vehicles to pick
up riders on Sundays. It isextremely important that if you
want a ride on a particular Sunday, you call the driver listed
in the bulletin.

Note: Herb Apel has graciously volunteered to bring
those living at Greencroft and wanting a ride o church. His
phone number is 537-4783. The pick-up time is 9:00 am.

October 4 Marie Palacios 533-3529
October 11 Neil Holbrook 535-4662
October 18 Mark Lindemood 830-5556
October 25 Greg Miller 534-3660

Adult Sunday School Class meets at 9:15 am in
the Chapel. All are invited to join this class. The
current study, the New Testament book of Ephe-
sians, is led by Lorelei Apel.

Thursday Small Group: This group meets
once a month on the 2nd Thursday. Meeting sites
may be homes, coffee shops, or restaurants, at the
option of the group members. Contact Julia or Art
Stauffer with any questions.

October Deacon on Call:
Jenny Paetsch, 971-0182

On Sunday, October 4,

remember to bring food for

the Food Pantry as part of

our celebration of communion.
During August, your

donations fed 17 families

(33 adults and 28 children).

As of September 22, you have

fed 19 families (34 adults

and 22 children).

e  Sundays:

- Adult Sunday School; 9:15 am

- Discover First Worship; 10:20 am; Children’s Worship & SS;
10:20 am

- Senior High Youth Bible Study; 6:30 pm

Wednesdays:

- Stitchers Bible Study (2nd and 4th); 10:00 am; “Come to the
Waters”

- Chancel Choir; 6:30 pm

- Worship Planning Team; 7:45 pm

Thursdays: Session (3rd); 7:00 pm

Saturdays: The Living Room; 8:15 am

e Thursday, October 1: Nominating Committee; 7:00 pm
Friday, October 2: First Fridays; 5:30-9:00 pm
Sunday, October 4: World Communion Sunday

- Sr. High Bible Study; 6:30 pm

Monday, October 5: Communion at Greencroft; 10:15 am
Thursday, October 8: Thursday Small Group; 6:15 pm
Sunday, October 11: Sr. High Bible Study; 6:30 pm
Wednesday, October 14: Stitchers Bible Study;

10:00 am

Sunday, October 18: Sr. High Bible Study; 6:30 pm
Tuesday, October 20: Foundation; 6:00 pm

Sunday, October 25: NT Class; 4:30 pm

- Sr. High Bible Study; 6:30 pm

Wednesday, October 28: Stitchers Bible Study; 10:00 am
Thursday, October 29: Session; 7:00 pm

Fall | BackDST
2:00 am on Sunday, 11
set clocks back one hot

drrrrrerrrrrrrrrrrrrerrrrrrrrrrrrrrrerrrrrrerrrrrrrrererenl
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First Word  (October 2015)
First Presbyterian Church
215 East Lincoln Avenue
Goshen, IN 46528

First Word

A publication of
First Presbyterian Church
215 East Lincoln Avenue, Goshen, IN33@%28

SUNDAY WORSHIP
Adult Sunday School: 9:15 am
Discover First Worship: 10:20 am
Chi | dr e n 65SunayrSshboi: 10:2@&amK
Fellowship before and after Discover First Worship
Sr. High Bible Study; 6:30 pm
TUESDAY
Discussion Group: 7:00 pm (early Fall)
WEDNESDAY
Stitchers Bible Study (2nd and 4th): 10:00 am
Chancel Choir: 6:30 pm
Worship Planning Team: 7:45 pm
THURSDAY
Thursday Evening Group (2nd): 6:15 pm
Session (3rd): 7:00 pm
FRIDAY
First Fridays (1st): 59300 pm
SATURDAY
The Living Room: 89145 am

Church Website: www.discoverfirstchurch.org
www.facebook.com/discoverfirst

Pastor: agriffind6528@comcast.net
Secretary: jhickman46528@comcast.net
Treasurer: wkramer46528@comcast.net
Phone: (574) 53845; fax (574) 58864

Office HoursMondayhursday:
Monday & Wednesday afternoon:

9:00 ari2:00 noon
By appointment

Tuesday & Thursday afternoon: 1:064:00 pm
Closed Friday
Church Staff:

Pastor: Alan Griffin

Secretary: Jeannie Hickman

Director of Music: Marcia Yost

Organist: Dennis Huff

Treasurer: Wayne Kramer

Custodians: Betty and Dave Hershberger

Nursery Attendants: Kate Crawford and Jenna Lee
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