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     The Relationship Between the Bible  
             and Our Christian Faith 

 
What do we mean when we talk about the authority of Scripture? 
Sometimes mainline Christians are accused of not taking the Bible 
seriously or not being “biblical”. People tell me that the Bible is the 
word of God and so must be obeyed. And one cannot be a “good” 
Christian, or even a “real” Christian if one does not follow the Bible. 
 
There are two issues here. One has to do with how we interpret the 
Bible. If we both read the same Bible and draw different conclusions 
we have likely used different interpretive methods. But leaving that 
aside, the other issue is what we mean when we talk about the Bible 
and Christian faith. 
 
When someone says that Christians must follow the Bible to be faith-
ful, implicit in that statement is the idea that one cannot be truly 
Christian without the Bible. But if you stop and think about that for a 
moment, you realize that it’s not exactly true.  Notice, please, I am 
not saying that the Bible is unimportant. I think the Bible is extremely 
important. I think it is sad that so few Christians actually take time to 
read and study the Bible.   
 
Lots of people have been faithful Christians without access to the 
book we call the Bible. For example Paul and all of the early follow-
ers of Jesus. The Bible as we know it did not exist. It is not until the  

third century that some agreement is reached about the New Testament. Remember that texts were ex-
pensive and scarce and few people could read. Access to the content of Scripture was very limited. John 
Wycliffe’s translation of the whole Bible into English occurred in 1380-1382. Not until 1455 was there a 
printed version of the Bible, and that was in Latin. A brief timeline on the development of the Bible is on 
our church’s website if you are interested.   
        

We also know that many people around the world became Christians without access to the Bible in their 
own language and therefore little access to the entire text. 

                           
          (continued on page 2) 
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All this is to remind us that for much (most?) of Christianity’s history, most Christians have had limited 
to no access to the Bible as we know it. 
 
I don’t think we want to claim that we modern Christians are a better sort of Christian than our mothers 
and fathers in the faith. I don’t think we want to claim to be better Christians because we can read and 
have a copy of the Bible than sisters and brothers who are illiterate or too poor to have a copy of the 
Bible. We might know more of what is in the Bible but knowledge isn’t the same as faith. 
 
Reading the Bible doesn’t give us faith. The Bible tells us about God and about Jesus. The Bible helps 
us recognize and see God at work in the world. But the Bible doesn’t give us faith. Jesus the crucified 
and risen Messiah is the one who saves us through faith given by God. Being a Christian isn’t about 
knowing “things”. Being a Christian is about knowing Jesus. Being a Christian is the result of a relation-
ship, not the result of accumulating information. As Presbyterians sometimes put it; the Bible is the 
written word which points us to the Living Word, Jesus. 
 
We can and will disagree on some points of interpretation, even some important points. We can vigor-
ously discuss our different interpretations. But let’s never declare someone not Christian. Only God 
knows someone’s heart and only God truly knows someone’s faith. 
 
Grace and Peace,  
 

Alan 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission 
 

    At First Presbyterian Church we live our commitment to God and one another by: 

Reaching UP     > to worship God 

Reaching IN      > to seek abundant life through Jesus Christ 

Reaching OUT   > to share God’s love with all people 
 

 

 

Our Values 

We Value the Application of Scripture 

We Value Prayer 

We Value Worship 

We Value Service 

We Value Excellence 

We Value People’s Giftedness 

We Value People’s Differences 

We Value People’s Time 

We Value Continual Learning 

We Value Growth 

We Value Commitment 
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Church Officer Nomination 

Servant Leaders: Serving the Church in the Offices of Elder and Deacon 

 

―Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same 

Lord. . . . To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.   1 Corinthians 12:4, 7  

 

The election of church officers is at the heart of what it means to be Presbyterian. Please give prayerful 

thought to any individuals you feel have demonstrated gifts for leadership and a commitment to the life 

and ministry of this congregation.  

 

Please take this opportunity to help the Nominating Committee identify committed individuals to 

serve First Presbyterian Church as elected officers.  

 

Nominating forms for the offices of Elder, Deacon, and the Foundation are available in the pew racks 

and the literature racks.  

 

Completed forms may be placed in the offering plate, dropped off at the reception desk, or mailed to 

the church office.  

 

What Do Church Officers Do?  

At the heart of the Presbyterian way is the belief that the people of God are called to be leaders. This 

commitment manifests itself in a style of representative democracy that is unique in the worldwide 

church.  

Elders (the translation of the Greek word presbyteros) form a group called the Session, which is the 

governing body of the church. Their responsibilities include receiving new members; leading the 

congregation in mission; providing for worship and the administration of the sacraments—

baptism and communion—offering educational programs, pastoral care, and fellowship opportu-

nities; and challenging the congregation in its stewardship of time, talent, and financial re-

sources.  

Deacons are often called the heart of the church. Their primary responsibility is care of the congre-

gation. They also arrange for home and shut-in communion and assist with communion in the 

sanctuary. 

 

Questions and Answers  

Who can be nominated?  

A nominee must be a member of First Church and a faithful participant in the worship and 

program life of the church.  

Who can recommend a member for nomination?  

Any member or friend of First Church.  

Can I recommend myself?   

Yes.  

How do I share my suggestions?   

By calling or emailing the church office with your recommendations, or by using the Nomi-
nating form. 
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Spiritual Discipline of the Month  
 

one·an·oth·er·ing (wun-e-nuth’er-ing) v. 1. To fulfill New Testament Biblical instructions for Christians 

regarding activities to be done to, for and with one another.  

 

one·an·oth·ers n.  

This spiritual practice is central to our congregation model of discipleship, pastoral care, and under-

standing of the scriptures. Our consultant, Dr. Bill Tenny-Brittian, included this practice as critical in his 

recommendations. From time to time we will highlight this practice for our mutual growth.  

 

Meditate through the following list of verses and try to imagine yourself as part of a group of people 

who regularly practice the art of “one anothering".  

 

Loving one another (John 13:34)  

Forgiving one another (Ephesians 4:32)  

Accepting one another (Romans 15:7)  

Bearing with one another (Ephesians 4:2)  

Being devoted to one another (Romans 12:10)  

Honoring one another (Romans 12:10)  

Greeting one another (2 Corinthians 13:12)  

Being hospitable to one another (1 Peter 4:9)  

Being kind and compassionate to one another (Ephesians 4:32)  

Sharing with one another (Hebrews 13:16)  

Serving one another (Galatians 5:13)  

Carrying one another’s burdens (Galatians 6:2)  

Building up one another (1 Thessalonians 5:11)  

Encouraging one another daily (Hebrews 3:13)  

Comforting one another (1 Thessalonians)  

Stimulating one another to love and good deeds (Hebrews 10:24)  

Instructing one another (Romans 15:14)  

Admonishing one another (Colossians 3:16)  

Praying for one another (James 5:16)  

Confessing your sins to one another (James 5:16)  

Being of the same mind toward one another  (Romans 12:16)  

Submitting to one another (Ephesians 5:21)  

 

First FridaysɂFriday, September 4 
5:30ɂ9:00 pm 
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Invitation To The New Testament 
 

8 sessions, 60-90 minutes 
 

Explore the writings of the New Testament using the story of Jesus as the starting point. This survey 
of the New Testament looks at how the early church took ownership of and was shaped by the story 
of Jesus and how the church learned how to develop as disciples and create communities of faith. 
 
Participants find a deeper conversation with the writers of the NT and a renewal of our commitment 
to be shaped—personally and communally—by the story of Jesus. 
 
In the weekly video segments, listen as scholars fascinate you with facts and information that opens 
new understanding and enlightenment for your group. In the second video, sit in on a table conver-
sation between guest scholars and debate key issues in the text. 
 
Sessions 

1. Jesus Calls Us Into God's Redemption Story 
2. Jesus Calls Us to a Transformed Life 
3. Jesus Calls Us to Minister to a Hostile World 
4. Jesus Calls Us to Complex Communities of Faith 
5. Jesus Calls Us to Serve One Another 
6. Jesus Calls Us to a New Relationship With Tradition 
7. Jesus Calls Us to Live in Light of His Coming Again 
8. Jesus Calls Us to Experience the Gifts of His Dying and Rising 
 

If you have been waiting for the right opportunity to grow in faith, this is an excellent opportunity for 
you.  
 
Classes will be held on Thursdays.  If there is interest in a morning class it will begin at 10 am.  If 
there is interest in an evening class it will begin at 7 pm.  There is a minimum of five  “students” for 
each class.   All classes will begin in Sept.  Childcare will be determined by the needs in the group 
and availability of sitters. Please enroll by calling the church office at 574-533-7845, or emailing the 
pastor at agriffin46526@comcast.net, or signing up at the literature table in Hardie Hall.   
 

Sermon Topics in September 
 

September 6th    A Scholarly Look at the ñRaptureò, the End of the World and the Second  

    Coming of Jesus  
September 13th Marcia Yost preaching 

September 20th  Practice Does Not Make Perfect 

September 27th  Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow:  Claiming the Sacred 

mailto:agriffin46526@comcast.net
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Stitchers Bible Study 
 

4ÈÅ 3ÔÉÔÃÈÅÒÓ "ÉÂÌÅ 3ÔÕÄÙȟ ÅÎÔÉÔÌÅÄ Ȱ#ÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 7ÁÔÅÒÓȱȟ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅÇÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ 7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙ ÏÆ 3ÅÐȤ
tember (9th) in the church library. It meets on the second and fourth Wednesday mornings at 10 
am.   4ÈÅ ÅÎÔÉÒÅ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÉÓ ÏÎ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ Ȭ×ÁÔÅÒÓȭ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅȢ   
 All women are welcome.  We do provide refreshments, so please let the office know that you 
are coming.   
 This is one of the best studies that we have had lately.  It is  provided by Presbyterian 
Women.   $ÏÎÎÁ 0ÁÌÁÃÉÏÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÌÅÁÄ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ  ÌÅÓÓÏÎ ÏÎ Ȱ"ÉÒÔÈÉÎÇ 7ÁÔÅÒÓ-#ÒÅÁÔÉÏÎȱ ÁÎÄ ×Å 
will be reading Genesis 1 to 2:4. Please join us!!!  
 
 

Nursery Attendants Return  
 

We are pleased to welcome our nursery attendants back from their summer activities.  Kate  
Crawford and Jenna Lee are both students at Goshen College. 
 
 

Senior High Youth  
 

Weekly Bible Study begins on Sunday, September 13. The Study will be led by Susan Hepler 
Long in Hardie Hall, Sunday evenings, 6:30 pm. 
 
 
Address Change:   Judith Williams (temporary)    
    The Maples ɀ Room 321B     
    1332 Waterford Crossing Circle 
    Goshen, IN 46526  
         574/538-4438 
 
 
Heifer Internationalɂ#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍȡ  We are winding down the Summer 
Children's Sunday School programs using Heifer International Curriculum called Animal Crackers.  
It has been fun and very rewarding and we pray that the children have shared the experiences with 
you at home.  Thanks to members and friends, we have collected over $1,000 since we began in 
June.  The children chose several animals from the list to support, for a total of $950.00: 
  Cow   $500   Pig  $120 
  Sheep   $120   Rabbit  $ 60 
  Llama   $150 
If additional funds are received, we will add a Goat $120, Water Buffalo $150, or Fish $300.  Bless 
you for your support.   Donna and Gretchen, Ashley and Allison 
     

Coming the 1st Week of September to our Church Website  
(www.discoverfirstchurch.org) 

 

How to Study the Bible Faithfully 
 

This new section will include recommended resources, articles on biblical authority, Guidelines for 

Biblical Interpretation; What Presbyterians believe about the Bible; Why Should I Read the Bible.   

It will be under the Reaching In tab at the top of each page. 
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Sanctuary Symbols 
 

Our Sanctuary is filled with many symbols, some are obvious and some are more subtle.  This is an 

ongoing series of brief articles exploring the meaning of those symbols.   

 

The burning bush is an important Old Testament symbol of God’s revelation 

of Godself.  It was at the burning bush that Moses was given the most holy 

name of God.  I AM WHO I AM (Yahweh).  It is also a powerful type of 

Christ, who is the supreme revelation of God Himself.   

 

Exodus 3:13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I Go to the Israelites and say to 

them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is 

his name?’  Then what shall I tell them?  God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.  This is what you 

are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”   

 

The dove is a symbol of the Holy Spirit.  It is taken from the story of Jesus’ bap-

tism, where the Spirit descended on him in the form of a dove.  The three rayed 

nimbus around its head identifies the Spirit as a member of the Trinity.  A dove 

is shown without the nimbus as a symbol of peace.   

 

Matthew 3:16  “As soon as Jesus was baptized, he came up out of the water.  At 

that moment heaven opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 

dove and lighting on him.” 
 

 

 
  

 

Good News, Good News, Good News:  Smart Choice Food Source brings affordable food 

especially for those in need, but also for anyone who appreciates good food.  The September 

menu will soon be available on the table outside of the office.  The deadline to order is  

Sunday, September 13.  Pick-up is Saturday, September 26.     (www.smartchoicefood.com) 

 

To our congregation from Donna Palacios, Children's Sunday School, 

 I retired (again) from the Children's Sunday School Program.  For over 50 years, I 

have taught off and on in many capacities and it is time for me to retire.  I do enjoy 

teaching and working with both children and the adults who faithfully volunteer to teach 

our children.  What would the church become if there were no people willing to work with 

our youth and children?  I especially thank Ashley Ganger, Allison Yacks, and Gretchen 

Wise.  These members have lead the program and often taught.  The sad thing is that we 

do not have enough members willing to teach. 

 I thank the Session for its support - just wish we had the finances to pay a lead 

teacher.  It is so difficult for volunteer staff to do all the things that need to be done.  So I 

leave with two requests:  offer your time to teach occasionally;  and also give from your 

heart and purses so our church can pay off debts and hire staff. 

 Thank you for the many opportunities.  I remain a faithful member of First  

Presbyterian Church. 
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Presbytery Council Retreat, Monday and Tuesday, August 17 and 18, 2015 

 
 
Council moderator Jeff Cover (TE, Central, Lafayette) and guest facilitator Dave Crittenden (TE, HR Ohio Valley) 
led Council through its intense two-day retreat this week founded upon work of the Joshua Journey teams and the 
Geneva Center Transition Team to prepare recommendations to transform how we - across the congregations and 
staff - work together to accomplish the work of presbytery with and for our congregations.  Throughout each day 
those present engaged in prayer, singing, worship, the Word, confession and commitment, time for silence - and hu-
mor led by vice moderator David Smook (TE, HR) and Jan Sandos (RE, Rossville).  Council was reminded of the 
reports in Acts 15 of the early church and its continuing actions to share the Gospel of Christ in spite of differences, 
and closed by sharing communion around the Council table and celebrating the outcome of 23 people working in col-
laboration:  

Affirmed the mission statement adopted by the Assembly as the touchstone for all decisions. 

Flexible docket prepared by leaders including Assembly moderator Jill Kitowski (RE, La Porte) included sum-
mary of reports from congregations concerning their members, worship attendance, pastoral leadership, and finances 
as well as per capita contributions, mission giving and reserves for the presbytery and its connectional work (Alan 
Griffin, SMT and Eric Herzog, consultant). 

Reviewed work of first and second Joshua Journey teams and recommendations of team charged with refining 
recommendations for structure and implementation, and engaged in conversation with Kevin Bowers (TE, Bethany), 
Sue Babovec (TE, Peabody), Jim Dougans (CRE, Rensselaer) and Sara Dingman (TE, Synod of Lincoln Trails) to 
reach unanimous recommendation to Assembly in September for staffing and vision for refining and implementing 
presbytery focus on congregational vitality, pastoral leadership and missional discipleship through a highly collabora-
tive structure. 

Assigned teams to prepare job descriptions and recruit search teams for the two-person leadership team and 
support staff for presentation a week in advance to September Assembly, as well as a "move team" concerning office 
changes to meet goal to implement space, remote work and support staff within 2-4 months.  Budgets and timelines 
were set. 

Took formal action: 

Concur with recommendation from AC for Calvary to Assembly to recognize the Covenant Order of 
Evangelical Presbyterian (ECO) as a Reformed body, governed by a polity consistent with PC(USA), and 
of sufficient permanence to which congregations of Presbytery of Wabash Valley may be dismissed. 

Considered in depth a recommendation presented by Judy Friend (RE, Peru) from COM to fund a des-
ignated pastor half time for three years to do regional ministry development in partnership with a specific 
congregation whom that pastor would also serve half time; declined to approve as premature. 

Charged the new ministry development and transformation teams together to develop a strategy and 
systematic process to discern potential and viability for new church development and encourage congre-
gational vitality through creative ministry models. 

Retain Paul Kortepeter and his team from Taft law firm of Indianapolis to advise Council on legal mat-
ters concerning implementation of the Assembly decision to spin off Geneva Center into a separate 
501c3 corporation. 

Consensus in support of goal for SMT to prepare a balanced budget for fiscal year 2015-16; Council will 
consider by conference call prior presentation to September Assembly. 

Affirmed recommendation of Geneva Center Transition Team to move toward transferring all assets and 
liabilities of Geneva Center operations and the presbytery's camp and conference facilities to a new non-
profit corporation (GC, Inc.) subject to legal review and recommendations for revisions to its Indiana cor-
poration application, draft bylaws, draft partnership between Presbytery of Wabash Valley and Geneva 
Center, Inc. in keeping with its vision in its draft business plan. 

Goal is to have draft documents after legal review for Assembly input in September, action by Council in 
October, and to present for Assembly approval at its November meeting, to take effect January 1, 2016. 

GCTT will finalize job description and search team for its transitional executive leader for Council to ap-
prove and fund until GC, Inc. is in place, estimated to be less than $35,000. 

Council expressed deep gratitude to John Ritchie (TE, Huntington), Jim Hubbard (RE, Valparaiso) and 
Jim Rasp (RE, Elkhart) who attended Council on Tuesday for GCTT's extensive work. 

 
      --Linda Long, Stated Clerk   
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PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS:     Kelli Myers (Steve Bowser’s fiancée); Georgia Webster; 

Tomi Griesenauer (Jenny Paetsch’s mother); Dave Wallace; Florence Verhulst (Gretchen Wise’s sis-

ter in Griffin IN); Jenny Albert; Sharon O’Neill; Judy Schlobohm; Mary Ann Snyder;  Martha Edel; 

Margaret Steele; Fritz Huser; Amy Cole; Don Myers (Helen’s husband); Dennis Huff; Don LeBeau; 

Don Griffin (Alan’s father); Art Stauffer; Marilyn Hay, Eleanor Rhudy Palmison; Cathy Wray; Mar-

tha Hepler; Colin (Doug and Susan Long’s grandson in Traverse City); Sarah Miller (David Pepple’s 

sister); Bonnie Stout (mother of Tom (Chris) Stout); Bob Main; Gerald Holbrook in FL (Neil’s fa-

ther); Judith Williams; Sandra Wallace (Dave’s sister); Walt Wagner;  Brad Gilmore (Jenny Albert’s 

brother);  Ashley Faloon; Julie McCally; Brittney Myers in Rochester, NY (Helen’s granddaughter);  

Tina Cork (David Pepple’s niece);  Richard Westphal (Susanne’s son)  

 

Caring Bridge site for Eleanor Palmison: http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/eleanorpalmison 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Prayers of Sympathy are with  

Amy and Scott Cole and Sarah and Eric Becker and family, upon the death of Amy’s father  

and Sarah’s grandfather, John R. Young, on Sunday, August 9, in Kokomo.        

   (Amy and Scott Cole, 2525 College Avenue, Goshen 46528) 

   (Sarah and Eric Becker and Family, 335 James Street, Elkhart 46516) 

Tom (Erin) Hardies and friends, upon the death of Tom’s mother, Marianne Hardies, on  

Tuesday, August 25.  (10 Norris Drive, Burr Ridge, IL 60527) 

 

 

   

 

September 
Birthdays 

 
 
 

 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
   
  

9/1     Brenda Huff 
9/9     Kara Minter 
9/10   Janice Caton 
9/10   Michael Faloon 
9/10   John Guequierre 
9/10   Don Myers 
9/11   Cathy Wray 
9/12   Carolyn Cregier 
9/12   Gordon Lord 
9/13   Wayne Newberry 
9/13   Eleanor Palmison 
9/14   Jennifer Albert 
9/16   Anett Alonso 
9/16   Cielo Alonso 

 
 
 
9/16   Mark Rhudy 
9/18   Pat Plank 
9/19   Frances Carr 
9/19   Donna Schrock 
9/20   Merry Dee Snyder 
9/20   Rachael Sorg 
9/20   Margaret Steele 
9/21   Marilyn Kirkwood 
9/21   David Parkinson 
9/22   Christopher Griffin 
9/23   Thomas Evans 
9/24   Alexa Braun 
9/24   Marilyn Hay 
9/25   Elijah-David Jones 
9/26   Scott Cole 
9/28   Virgil Snyder III 
9/29   Jessica Wilson 
9/30   Barbara King 
9/30   David A. Snyder 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
9/1  Shawn and Ciara DeBell 
9/2 Fred and Wendy Denman 
 James and Jane Stewart 
9/3 Joshua and Ashley Ganger 
9/5 Richard and Cindy Gentry   
9/8 Joe and Kristen Braun 
9/10 Philip and Ashley Bowser, III 
9/16    *    Al and Mary Hoogenboom 
9/17 Don and Helen Myers    
9/18 Dennis and Brenda Huff 
9/25 Brian and Margaret Zentz 
9/29 Andy and Meredith Palmison 
 
*  65th wedding anniversary for Al and Mary
(62921 Fairview Drive, Goshen 46528-7508)

September 
Anniversaries 

PC(USA) - Presbyterian Disaster  Assistance (PDA) website: 
 

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/pda/  
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Sundays: 

- Adult Sunday School; 9:15 am  

- Discover First Worship; 10:20 am 

- Children’s Worship & SS; 10:20 am 

- Senior High Youth Bible Study; 6:30 pm (begins 9/13) 

Tuesdays: 

The Tuesday Evening Small Group is taking a break.  They 

will meet again early fall. 

Wednesdays:    

- Stitchers Bible Study (2nd and 4th); 10:00 am; “Come to the  

Waters” 

- Chancel Choir; 6:30  pm 

- Worship Planning Team; 7:45 pm 

Thursdays:  Session (3rd); 7:00 pm  

Saturdays:   The Living Room; 8:15 am 

 

 

Friday, September 4:  First Fridays; 5:30-9:00 pm 

Sunday, September 6:  Communion 

Monday, September 7:  Labor Day (Office Closed) 

Wednesday, September 9:  Stitchers Bible Study;  

10:00 am 

Thursday, September 10:  Elkhart Small Group;      

6:15 pm 

Sunday, September 13:  Sr. High Bible Study; 6:30 pm 

Tuesday, September 15:  Foundation; 6:00 pm 

Thursday, September 17:  Session; 7:00 pm 

Monday, September 21:  Newsletter Deadline 

Wednesday, September 23:  Stitchers Bible Study; 

10:00 am 

Sunday, September 20:  Sr. High Bible Study; 6:30 pm 

Sunday, September 27:  Sr. High Bible Study; 6:30 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drivers for September 
 
In each Sunday’s bulletin, the next week’s driver and phone 

number are listed.  Sometimes this driver is different from 

the name listed below — please use the name that is in the 

bulletin.   

     The drivers are now using their personal vehicles to pick 

up riders on Sundays.  It is extremely important that if you 

want a ride on a particular Sunday, you call the driver listed 

in the bulletin.   

     Note:  Herb Apel has graciously volunteered to bring 

those living at Greencroft and wanting a ride to church.  His 

phone number is 537-4783.  The pick-up time is 9:00 am.  

 

       

     September 6 Marie Palacios 533-3529 

     September 13 Neil Holbrook  535-4662  

     September 20 Mark Lindemood 830-5556 

     September 27 Greg Miller  534-3660 

 

Adult Sunday School Class meets at 9:15 am in 

the Chapel.  All are invited to join this class.   The 

current study, the New Testament book of Ephe-

sians, is led by Lorelei Apel.  

  

 

Thursday Evening Group:  This group meets 

once a month on the 2nd Thursday.  Meeting sites 

may be homes, coffee shops, or restaurants, at the 

option of the group members.   Contact Julia or Art 

Stauffer with any questions.   

 

 

September Deacon on Call:  

    Jenny Holbrook, 533-5005 

  

  

 

On Sunday, September 6,   

remember to bring food for  

the Food Pantry as part of  

our celebration of communion.    

      During July, your 

donations fed 17 families 

(36 adults and 29 children). 

As of August 27, you have 

fed 17 families (33 adults 

and 28 children). 
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Church Website:   www.discoverfirstchurch.org 
www.facebook.com/discoverfirst 

 

Pastor:  agriffin46528@comcast.net 
Secretary:   jhickman46528@comcast.net 
Treasurer:  wkramer46528@comcast.net 

Phone:  (574) 533-7845; fax (574) 533-4864 
 

 Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday:    9:00 am-12:00 noon 
  Monday & Wednesday afternoon:   By appointment 
  Tuesday & Thursday afternoon:     1:00-4:00 pm 
  Closed Friday 

   

  

  

 
 
 
 

 Church Staff: 
Pastor:    Alan Griffin 
Secretary:    Jeannie Hickman 
Director of Music:   Marcia Yost 
Organist:    Dennis Huff 
Treasurer:    Wayne Kramer 
Custodians:    Betty and Dave Hershberger 
Nursery Attendants: Kate Crawford and Jenna Lee 

First Word  

A publication of 
First Presbyterian Church 

215 East Lincoln Avenue, Goshen, IN 46528-3347 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Adult Sunday School: 9:15 am 

Discover First Worship: 10:20 am 
Childrenôs Worship & K-5 Sunday School: 10:20 am 
Fellowship before and after Discover First Worship 

Sr. High Bible Study; 6:30 pm (begins 9/13) 
TUESDAY 

Discussion Group: 7:00 pm  (early Fall) 
WEDNESDAY 

Stitchers Bible Study (2nd and 4th): 10:00 am 
Chancel Choir: 6:30 pm 

Worship Planning Team: 7:45 pm 
THURSDAY 

Thursday Evening Group (2nd): 6:15 pm  
Session (3rd): 7:00 pm 

FRIDAY 
First Fridays (1st): 5:30-9:00 pm 

SATURDAY 
The Living Room: 8:15-9:45 am 

  
  
  


