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Reading the Bible Faithfully

“Both read the same Bible and pray to the same God, and each invokes
His aid against the other.” Abraham Lincoln said this in his second inau-
gural address alluding to the fact that the North and the South each used
the Bible to support their very different views on slavery. Lincoln wasn’t
the first or the last to notice that people on opposite sides of an issue can
each use the Bible to give authority to their views.

If you simply pick out selected verses and chapters, the Bible does seem
to contradict itself. If you try to use the Bible primarily as a rule book or
road map it can seem as if it says both “yes” and “no” to the same thing.
How can the Bible be used to affirm and condemn, war and slavery?
How can several views on the status of women and a variety of views on
human sexuality all be justified biblically? The problem isn’t, actually,
the Bible. The problem is the way we read the Bible. Modern, western
people, for the most part, like linear, logical books. Very few of us read
fiction, actually very few of us read anything at all. The few of us who
do read tend to read for information and we want our information organ-
ized and easily assimilated.
“Ten Tips....”
“7 Easy Steps....”
“Three keys to....”

But that is not how the Bible is written. The Bible is mostly story. Even the “rules” are told as part of the
story. Actually “story” is not quite right. It is “stories”, many stories in one book. All the stories combine to
give us the big story about how God is at work in the world, even as the big story is told from more than one
perspective.

There are two creation stories—each one telling us important things about God and creation. To ask which one
is “right” is to miss the point. The story of Noah, the Ark and the flood is actually two stories mixed together
from two different sources which don’t agree on some things. For example, two animals or seven? The book
of Joshua tells one account of the conquest of Canaan and the book of Judges tells the story differently. The

(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)

story of David told in 1 Samuel 15-1 Kings 2 is not exactly the story told in 1 Chronicles 10-29. Some parts are
the same, in fact word for word the same, other parts are different reflecting a different point of view. (See
Understanding the Old Testament, Bernhard W. Anderson and Katheryn Pfisterer Darr; Upper Saddle River,
New Jersey: Prentice Hall for more information.) And of course, there are four gospels, similar but not identical,
each telling us important things about Jesus.

The Bible contains a variety of views and perspectives all trying to understand how God is at work in the world.
So how do we sort all this out? What do we do with a Bible that condones slavery and condemns it? That treats
women as lesser humans and affirms women’s value and worth? That commands war and condemns war? We
can go on and on with examples, but that doesn’t solve the problem of how we are to make sense of this?

Here is one way to start untangling things.

At some time, if you hang around pastors or theology students, you may hear someone talk about “the now and
not yet”. What they are describing with that phrase is the reality that God’s reign has begun with Jesus’ life,
death, and resurrection but is “not yet” fully present because the world is not yet the way it should be—will be.
At the same time, things are changing and moving towards God’s future. And that is an idea we need to bring to
the Bible.

When we read historical accounts of laws and events in the Bible we need to remember that we are reading a de-
scription of the ancient “now”. Not our “now”. God is interacting with people where they were at that time. When
Torah gives instructions for slaves, it is difficult for us to read, but at the time Torah was a step forward toward
recognizing slaves as humans not objects or property. The Torah instructions on how to treat women captured in
war seem terrible to us. Taking a woman captive and marrying her after killing her husband or father seems horri-
ble but we forget how poorly women were typically treated in those days. An unmarried woman was vulnerable
with no status, no protection, no safety net. They begged or prostituted themselves to survive—if they survived.
Torah’s instructions to allow women captives to mourn their dead and then to be wives was to treat women cap-
tives as human beings with feelings and some level of value. It was a step forward. Forward to God’s future
where all persons are valued. That is partly why Christians can eat shellfish and get tattoos. That is why we don’t
stone disobedient youth, and so on.

The Bible deals with ancient life as it was and encourages ancient people (and us) to move forward to God’s fu-
ture of shalom. No war, no slavery, peace, justice, all persons valued. Seeing the Biblical texts in light of “now
and not yet” helps us remember that the Bible is not a collection of timeless truths to be plucked out of context
but the story of steps forward toward the new heaven and new earth, the world redeemed and restored.

God, as John Calvin wrote, accommodates God’s self to us. God meets us where we are and then calls us to move
forward. God met ancient Israel where it was and called it forward. Jesus met the disciples where they were and
called them forward. The Holy Spirit meets us where we are and calls us forward.

How do we know which things in the Bible are particular to a certain time and place and which things apply to all
of us? That’s the difficulty isn’t it? It can be difficult. But with God’s help, we work this out together, talking,
thinking, praying, reading.

Grace and peace,

Alan
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Recommended Books:

Lusting for Infinity: A Spiritual Odyssey

This book is recommended by Alan Griffin. It was written by Presbyterian pastor and
professor Dr. Tom Boyd. Tom was Alan’s advisor and major professor at the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma.

Two friends, one an academic and the other a plumber and sometime poet, set off on a
backpacking trip into the Pecos Wilderness of New Mexico. Both men intend to escape
their ordinary work-a-day existences and commune with raw nature. More impor-
tantly, however, they seek to explore the nature of religion.

One of the men must account for his spiritual past, present, and future, including a
broken marriage, a new love—along with a wandering family. The other man wrestles
his own history, haunted by a fractious war. Along the way, a host of memorable char-
acters accompany them on the trip. Both men start their journey together but each
must ultimately blaze a separate trail.

Lusting for Infinity is equal parts road trip, modern odyssey, a hero’s quest, and reli-
gious inquiry. Author Tom W. Boyd explores the meaning and character of religion by
engaging the reader in a conversational tone punctuated with autobiographical ac-
counts that explore, discover, and then reflect upon such topics as

* Why is anyone religious at all?

* Can religion be understood by seeking its origins?

* Are the roots of religion historical or existential?

¢ [s religion inherent in the human condition?

* What role does humanity’s transitory condition play in religion?
* What happens when the religious sensibility does not take form?

Lusting for Infinity is a welcome guidebook for those of us who are eager to reflect on
the meaning and character of religion and its role in society and our lives. It is both a
deeply moving tale and a metaphysical exploration.

“Tom Boyd has crafted a masterwork. The book pulses with a spirituality that reflects
the Transcendentalism of Emerson, Whitman and Thoreau, the wisdom of the ages
from a generous array of philosophical traditions, and the ecological connectedness of
John Muir and Aldo Leopold. Reading this book is at once challenging and delightful.
It is like spending time traveling, hiking, communing deeply with nature, alongside a
gracious guide and master teacher, whom you just can tell has thought about things
deeply and has come out the other side with a hard won reverence and wisdom. If you
read only one book this year, this is the one you want.”

- Thomas J. Burns,
Professor of Sociology, University of Oklahoma
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The Spacious Heart: Room for Spiritual Awakening
by Donald Clymer and Sharon Clymer Landis

This book is recommended by Marcia Yost and will guide our worship experiences in
September.

Why do people, including Christians, feel empty, estranged and cynical?

Many of us have tired of the pat answers that the church and religion have provided
about our questions about faith and meaning in life. We know there is more and we
stand on the cusp of spiritual awakening, longing to reshape our connection with
God.

In the tradition of Ronald Rolheiser’s The Holy Longing, Don Clymer and Sharon
Clymer Landis (brother and sister, both spiritual directors and retreat leaders) take
modern spirituality and turn it on its head to flesh out a Christian spirituality of
emptying oneself. How can I know God more fully? What does it mean to be a true
servant walking closely with God: brutally honest with oneself, and true to Christ?
Through riveting stories and text grounded in scripture, the book speaks to the deep
cynicism of soul and despair that grip so many in this age.

Anyone wanting to become more loving, in touch with feelings, friends and family
will find hope and direction in this easy-to-read book on the spiritual journey. We
are all hungry for a full-flavored life, yet we ignore our deepest soul and quiet our
cravings with more of everything. How does one embrace a spiritually simple life-
gracious, accepting and fulfilling?

Our Mission

At First Presbyterian Church we live our commitment to God and one another by:

Reaching UP > to worship God
Reaching IN > to seek abundant life through Jesus Christ
Reaching OUT > to share God’s love with all people

Our Values

We Value the Application of Scripture
We Value Prayer

We Value Worship

We Value Service

We Value Excellence

We Value People’s Giftedness
We Value People’s Differences
We Value People’s Time

We Value Continual Learning
We Value Growth

We Value Commitment
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http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Donald+Clymer&search-alias=books&field-author=Donald+Clymer&sort=relevancerank
http://www.amazon.com/Sharon-Clymer-Landis/e/B00R1P66Q4/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_2

Heifer International—Children’s Sunday School Program

Thanks to our generous congregation, over $890 has been collected for the Heifer Fund. The children and their
teachers thank you. Perhaps we can ‘purchase’ four or more animals (pig, sheep or goat $120 each; water buffalo
$250; fish $300; cow $500). Additional information is in Hardie Hall.

Children’s Ministry

We are finalizing our plans for the fall Sunday school program. Donna Palacios has served the last year as our
Sunday school superintendent and has indicated her need to resign that position before fall. Elder Gretchen Wise
has agreed to lead our program this fall. She is asking for someone to serve as an assistant and provide additional
help in organizing our program. In addition we are hoping to secure a couple of additional teachers and substitutes
who are willing to teach occasionally. We also hope to find someone to help organize crafts and make sure we
have the supplies on hand. This person would not be leading the craft project but rather working behind the scenes
during the week.

Coming soon to our Church Website (www.discoverfirstchurch.org)

How to Study the Bible Faithfully

This new section will include recommended resources, articles on biblical authority, Guidelines for
Biblical Interpretation; What Presbyterians believe about the Bible; Why Should I Read the Bible.

August Sermons

August 2 Forgiving Ourselves

August 9 Rev. Herb Apel Preaching

August 16 The Danger of Cherry Picking the Bible

August 23 Music: How it is Used to Bring Glory and Honor to God

August 30 Why We Do First Fridays: A Lesson in Applied Christianity
ADDRESS CHANGES: Dr. and Mrs. Stanley (Frances) Carr

Waterford Crossing — Apt. 202
1212 Waterford Crossing Circle
Goshen, IN 46526

Sharon O’Neill
1434 Hampton Circle
Goshen, IN 46528

Judy McFarland
815 Washington Street, #216
Grafton, WI 53024

Dear Friends,

I would like to thank all of you for your prayers, flowers, visits, cards and phone calls during my
recent illness. Your support means a lot to me and has been an important part of my recovery. I am very
grateful to all of you. Sharon O'Neill
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CONGRATULATIONS

NEW MEMBERS: Guy Mann who joined First Presbyterian Church on Sunday, July 5, by
reaffirmation of faith.
Jay and Marilyn Morris who joined FPC on Sunday, July 19.

NEW BABIES: Alexander David Ganger, born Friday, July 17, to Ashley and Josh
Ganger. Siblings are Lucas and Benjamin. Cousins are newborn Walter, Eloise and Adelaide
Yacks, and Annabelle and Hudson Hooley. (22752 Mallard Court, Goshen 46528)

Walter Gerald Yacks, born Sunday, July 19, to Allison and Krys Yacks. Siblings
are Eloise and Adelaide. Cousins are newborn Alexander, Lucas and Benjamin Ganger, and
Annabelle and Hudson Hooley. (901 South 7" Street, Goshen 46526)

Grandparents are Steve and Susie Hooley, great grandmother is Cathie Cripe. Aunts
and uncles are Ashley and Josh Ganger, Allison and Krys Yacks, and Ian Hooley.

Sanctuary Symbols

v Our sanctuary is filled with many symbols, some are obvious others are more
subtle. The shape of the sanctuary to the shape of the baptismal font proclaim
aspects of our Christian Faith. Each month we will share the meaning behind
one or more of these symbols.

Our first symbol is actually a combination of two symbols. The Victory Cross
and Orb and the Conquerer’s Cross.

The Victory Cross and Orb with Banner symbolizes the final triumph and reign
of Christ over the world. It is often used in Christian art atop the scepter of Je-
sus as He reigns in glory.

The conqueror's or victor's cross is the Greek cross with the first and last Greek I C XC
letters of "Jesus" and "Christ" on top, and the Greek word for conqueror, nika, on the
bottom. The Conquerer’s Cross by itself looks like this: N I K A

GOOD NEWS, GOOD NEWS, GOOD NEWS: Smart Choice Food Source brings affordable
food especially for those in need, but also for anyone who appreciates good food. The August
menu will soon be available on the table outside of the office. The deadline to order is
Sunday, August 16 Pick-up is Saturday, August 29. (www.smartchoicefood.com)
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August August

. 8/23 Maria Alonso . .

Birthaays 8/23 Deanne Wilson Anniversaries
8/24 Mary Hoogenboom

8/24 Carol Rhudy

8/26 Dr. Henry A. Blunk

8/2 Susie Hooley 8/27 Kaity Velie
8/4 Marcia Yost 8/28 Cindy Gentry 8/1 Steve and Susie Hooley
8/5 Richard Gentry 8/31 Sharron Mies 8/8 Larry and Sandy Hock
8/6 Susan Long 8/9 Alan and Rhonda Griffin
8/7 Ma_l’k Hay 8/11 Terry and Shirley Snyder
8/8  Philip Bowser Jr. 8/12 Bob and Jenny Paetsch
8/8 Bonnie Muir *90th Birthday for 8/16 John and Carole Ulmer
. 8/9 Wayne Kramer Georgia Webster 8/17 John and Polly Guequierre
8/11 Georgia Webster (902 South 7th Street, Goshen 46526) David and Pat Plank
8/13 Annabelle Hooley and 8/18 David and Anna Parkinson
. 8/16 Tom Stout Jack Cripe 8/22 Jack and Jane Yoder
8/17 Jack Cripe (1234 Greencroft Drive, Goshen 46526) 8/24 Dave and Jean Wallace
8/21 Al Hoogenboom 8/26 Gordon and Laurie Lord
8/21 Danielle Braun (Cake celebrating these birthdays will 8/27 John and Linda Sorg
8/21 Renee Miller be in Hardie Hall on Sunday, August 16.) 8/27 Darwin and Ledia Olivera
8/22 Kate Hurley 8/30 Maurice and Sandra McCally

8/31 Jeffrey and Anne Qualls

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS: Georgia Webster; Tomi Griesenauer (Jenny Paetsch’s
mother); Dave Wallace; Florence Verhulst (Gretchen Wise’s sister in Griffin IN); Jenny Albert;
Hank Blunk; Sharon O’Neill; Judy Schlobohm; Allison Yacks; Mary Ann Snyder; Marsha Wauson
(Alan’s sister); Martha Edel; Margaret Steele; Fritz Huser; Amy Cole; Don Myers (Helen’s hus-
band); Dennis Huff; Don LeBeau; Don Griffin (Alan’s father); Art Stauffer; Marilyn Hay, Eleanor
Rhudy Palmison; Cathy Wray; Martha Hepler; Colin (Doug and Susan Long’s grandson in Traverse
City); Sarah Miller (David Pepple’s sister); Bonnie Stout (mother of Tom (Chris) Stout); Bob Main;
Gerald Holbrook in FL (Neil’s father); Judith Williams; Sandra Wallace (Dave’s sister); Walt Wag-
ner; Brad Gilmore (Jenny Albert’s brother); Ashley Faloon; Julie McCally; Brittney Myers in Roch-
ester, NY (Helen’s granddaughter); Tina Cork (David Pepple’s niece); Richard Westphal
(Susanne’s son)

Caring Bridge site for Eleanor Palmison: http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/eleanorpalmison

OUR PRAYERS OF SYMPATHY are with Nancy and Rob Williams, upon the death of Nancy’s
father, James Ellis, on Wednesday, July 15, in Frankfort, IN. (360 N. Woodland Heights Drive,
Crawfordsville, IN 47933)

FIRST FRIDAYS? Friday, August 7
5:30? 9:00 pm

Free Corn on the Cob and Beverages
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DRIVERS for August

In each Sunday's bulletin, the next week's driver and phone
number are listed. Sometimes this driver is different from
the name listed below — please use the name that is in the
bulletin.

The drivers are now using their personal vehicles to pick
up riders on Sundays. It isextremely important that if you
want a ride on a particular Sunday, you call the driver listed
in the bulletin.

Note: Herb Apel has graciously volunteered to bring
those living at Greencroft and wanting a ride o church. His
phone number is 537-4783. The pick-up time is 9:00 am.

August 2 Greg Miller 534-3660
August 9 Marie Palacios 533-3529
August 16 Neil Holbrook 535-4662
August 23 Mark Lindemood 830-5556
August 30 Greg Miller 534-3660
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e  Sundays:

- Adult Sunday School; 9:15 am

- Discover First Worship; 10:20 am

- Children’s Worship & SS; 10:20 am

Tuesdays:

The Tuesday Evening Small Group is taking a summer break.
They will meet again late summer.

Wednesdays:
- Worship Planning Team; 6:30 pm

Adult Sunday School Class meets at 9:15 am in
the Kitchen Conference Room. All are invited to
join this class. The current study, the New Testa-
ment book of Ephesians, is led by Lorelei Apel.

Thursday Evening Groupfi This group meets
once a month on the 2nd Thursday. Meeting sites
may be homes, coffee shops, or restaurants, at the
option of the group members. Contact Julia or Art
Stauffer with any questions.

AUGUST DEACON ON CALL:
Jean Wallace, 537-8813

On Sunday, August 2,

remember to bring food for

the Food Pantry as part of

our celebration of communion.
During June, your

donations fed 17 families

(33 adults and 22 children).
As of July 23, your |

donations fed 15 families

(32 adults and 24 children).

Thursdays: Session (3rd); 7:00 pm
Saturdays: The Living Room; 8:15 am

e  Sunday, August 2: Communion

e Monday, August 3: Communion at Greencroft; 10:15
am

e  Tuesday, August 4: Board of Deacons; 6:00 pm
Friday, August 7: First Fridays; 5:30-9:00 pm

e Thursday, August 13: Thursday Group; 6:15 pm

e  Monday, August 17: Newsletter Deadline

e  Tuesday, August 18: Foundation; 6:00 pm

e Thursday, August 20: Session; 7:00 pm

PC(USA) - Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance (PDA) website:

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/
ministries/pda/
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First Word  (August 2015)
First Presbyterian Church
215 East Lincoln Avenue
Goshen, IN 46528

First Word

A publication of
First Presbyterian Church
215 East Lincoln Avenue, Goshen, IN33@%28

SUNDAY WORSHIP
Adult Sunday School; 9:15 am
Discover First Worship; 10:20 am
Chi | dr e n 65SunayrSshboi: 10:2@&amK
Fellowship before and after Discover First Worship
TUESDAY
Discussion Group; 7:00 pm (resumes late summer)
WEDNESDAY
Worship Planning Team: 6:30 pm
THURSDAY
Thursday Evening Group (2nd); 6:15 pm
Session (3rd); 7:00 pm
FRIDAY
First Fridays (1st): 59300 pm
SATURDAY
The Living Room: 89145 am

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday:
Monday & Wednesday afternoon: By appointment
Tuesday & Thursday afternoon:

Church Website: www.discoverfirstchurch.org

www.facebook.com/discoverfirst

Pastor: agriffin46528@comcast.net

Secretary: jhickman46528@comcast.net
Treasurer: wkramer46528@comcast.net
Phone: (574) 533-7845; fax (574) 533-4864

9:00 am-12:00 noon

1:00-4:00 pm

Church Staff:

Pastor: Alan Griffin

Secretary: Jeannie Hickman

Director of Music: ~ Marcia Yost

Organist: Dennis Huff

Home Visitor: Sharon O'Neill

Treasurer: Wayne Kramer

Custodians: Betty and Dave Hershberger
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