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Please Keep in Your Prayers “collection plate.” We are not having a collection but gathering an offer-
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Change of Address

gixgg% - October The Offering is also a wonderful opportunity to express gratitude for the
Adult Sunday School Class generosity and faithfulness of the gathered community. It is they, who
Elkhart Small Group make possible God’s mission through the congregation, the presbytery,
October Deacon on Call and the wider Church domestically and abroad.

Food Pantry

Mark Your Calendar - October

October Calendar o| Akey question for all of us is, “How much should | give?

In some churches, members are asked to “Give until it hurts.” In the Presbyterian Church we have discovered
Presbyterians have a very low pain threshold. | believe one should “Give until it feels good!” One’s Sunday
offering should make the heart glow with the ministry that the gift makes possible.

Some say no gift is too small! As | read the Gospels, that is not Jesus talking. If you believe no gift is too
small, take your husband, wife or partner to McDonald’s for your wedding anniversary; buy your son or
daughter a package of Doublemint gum for a birthday gift; buy your mother a box of cake mix for Christmas.
You will find out that indeed some gifts are too small for certain occasions.

What is the largest monetary gift in the Gospels?

Jesus is in the temple watching what people are giving. (Mark 12:41-44) A widow comes forward and puts
two copper coins in the offering. Jesus commends her for her gift. She gave all that she had! | believe she
gave the largest gift in the Gospels.

(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)

What is the second largest monetary gift in the Gospels?

| believe it is Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10), the rich tax collector whom Jesus called down from the tree.
Zacchaeus committed himself to pay back fourfold all that he had cheated and then give half his fortune to
feed the poor.

In Palestine and Israel dinner guests do not clean their plates, always leaving a little food there. If you do
as your mother taught you and clean your plate, they will pile more food on until you surrender and cry
“Uncle!” There always needs to be abundance: more than enough!

God’s grace is like that. So how does one decide on how much to give?

In the Presbyterian Church we believe in the tithe! Tithing is giving 10% of one’s income for God’s work. For
me personally, tithing is one of the most important things | do for my spiritual growth. Not only that, but,
giving makes me feel rich. Giving makes me happy. And | have found that happiness requires intention. We
can choose a life style of gratitude, being thankful for the life God has given us. | have found persons who
are thankful are also appreciated by others. | thank God for my life, for my wife Rhonda, for my children, my
extended family, my church and our beloved denomination the Presbyterian Church (USA). | thank God for
every birthday and the opportunity to love, forgive and give thanks. | have been fortunate to be a pastor in
good loving churches for some 27 years, serving the Lord Jesus Christ together. | have been given the
grace to live to the full height of my humanity in Jesus Christ. | have much to be thankful for, and | give and
share what | have in the spirit of thanksgiving. | know that through my giving | am helping to change lives
and make a difference in our world.

Grace and peace,

Alan

FIRST FRIDAYS at First Presbyterian Church — Friday, October 3
5:30—9:00 pm
Free kettle corn and beverages

Fellowship Hall Update

By the time you read this, all the new lights will be installed, the walls will have been repaired, and the wall
paper will have been removed. The old carpet will be removed on Saturday, September 27", We will be
painting, installing new speakers and perhaps new window treatments. Thanks to everyone involved. It
will be beautiful.
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The Jesus Fatwah:
Love Your (Muslim) Neighbor as Yourself

In Arabic, the word “fatwah” simply means “opinion” and, in a
# religious context, a fatwah is a spiritually instructive opinion, usu-
™% ally given as the answer to a question about religious law. Jesus was
, a master of the art of fatwah. His opinions, revered by Christians
o' “2» and Muslims alike, remain among the most beautiful and powerful
" fatwahs ever issued. Jesus pronounced what is perhaps the most

. famous of his fatwahs when a lawyer asked him to name the

It’s in that spirit that we are thrilled to be scheduling classes using this new curriculum from Living
the Questions: The Jesus Fatwah: Love Your Muslim Neighbor as Yourself.

With violence and mayhem on the rise in the Middle East and public opinion of Islam plummeting,
this 1s a critical time in both international affairs and for the day to day lives of Muslims every-
where. Much of what passes for information about Islam is weed-like disinformation rooted in
ancient stereotypes and watered by fear — and disseminated by a multi-million dollar industry bent
on stoking a growing Islamophobia. In The Jesus Fatwah, both Islamic and Christian scholars of-
fer reliable information about what Muslims believe, how they live out their faith, and how we can
build relationships across the lines of faith.

The Jesus Fatwah features seventeen Islamic and Christian scholars, including:

Hans Kiing (Islam: Past, Present and Future)

Brian McLaren (Why Did Jesus, Moses, the Buddha, and Mohammed Cross the Road?)
Eboo Patel (Acts of Faith: The Story of an American Muslim)

Stephen Prothero (God is Not One: The Eight Rival Religions That Run the World —
and Why Their Differences Matter)

e Feisal Abdul Rauf (What’s Right with Islam Is What’s Right with America)

We are considering offering the series more than once each week: perhaps on Sunday morning,
or a weekday morning, a weekday evening, or even Sunday afternoon about 4:00 pm Please let
Pastor Alan know which time would be best for you. You can send Alan an email at
agriffin46528(@comecast.net, or call the church at 574-533-7845. You can leave a voice
message at the church anytime day or night The series will last for 5 weeks.
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Amen Quartet - Reunion Concert

Saturday, October 4 - 7:00 pm
Goshen First United Methodist Church

An evening of music with past and present Quartet members, featuring
Tony Brinson, Steve Campagna, Steve Clouse,
Chris Looker, Greg Robbins, Scott Salisbury, Gene Stutsman,
Dave Webster, Charles Winkelman

The concert will open with the original quartet—Chris Looker, Gene Stutsman, David
Webster and Charlie Winkelman—singing several numbers, followed by the “next genera-
tion quartet” with members Tony Brinson, Steve Campagna, Steve Clouse, Greg Robbins
and Scott Salisbury. The concert will conclude with the two quartets singing together.

PC(USA) - Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) website:

http:/ /www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/pda/

Our Mission

At First Presbyterian Church we live our commitment to God and one another by:

Reaching UP > to worship God

Reaching IN > to seek abundant life through Jesus Christ

Reaching OUT > to share Godds | ove with
Our Values

We Value the Application of Scripture
We Value Prayer

We Value Worship

We Value Service

We Value Excellence

We Value Peopl e
We Value Peopl e
We Value Peopl e
We Value Continual Learning
We Value Growth

We Value Commitment

s Giftedness
s Differences
s Ti me
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http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/pda/oklahoma-tornado-may-2013/

THANK YOU: First Presbyterian Church

During a time like this, we realize how much our friends and relatives really mean to us.
Your expression of sympathy will always be remembered.

Thank you for the flowers in memory of my mother. Ray & Terri Deah/

GOOD NEWS, GOOD NEWS, GOOD NEWS: Smart Choice Food Source brings affordable food
especially for those in need, but also for anyone who appreciates good food. The October menu will
soon be available on the table outside of the office. The deadline to order is Sunday, October 12.

Pick-up is Saturday, October 25.

Skeletons in Our Closet
Wait. . . s in the Eible?

A sermon serfes

of October 2074
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DISCIPLE

BECOMING DISCIPLES
THROUGH BIBLE STUDY

First Presbyterian Church will be offering this exciting bible study called Disciple: Becoming
Disciples Through Bible Study.

If you are hungering for more of the Word of God or if you have never been in another bible
study, Disciple is an excellent way to get in touch with the scriptures and to learn more about
God.

Disciple blends approachable video presentations by top scholars with great group discus-
sion and small groups. Over thirty-four weeks, you can experience the power and grace of
the entire bible. If you have been waiting for the right opportunity to grow in faith, this is an
excellent opportunity for you. Disciple is truly life changing and we urge you to join us as we
become disciples together!

Classes can be held daytime or evening and any day of the week, based on the desires of
those who want to attend. There is a minimum of six “students” for each class. Classes
usually begin in September and end in May. There will be breaks at Thanksgiving, Christ-
mas, Holy Week, and Spring Break. Childcare will be determined by the needs in the group
and availability of sitters.

Please think and pray about this opportunity for yourself and for others in our fellowship. If
you are interested in joining this group, or if you would like more information, please email
Alan Griffin at agriffind6528@comcast.net or call 533-7845.

SPECIAL PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING will take place on World
Communion Sunday, October 5. The transition from the Peacemaking Offering to the
Peace & Global Witness Offering will extend the depth of the offering and inspire
more Presbyterians to join this mission. This new offering will allow the church to
broaden its reach, making a greater impact and bringing peace through Christ.
Special offering envelopes are in the pew racks. Gifts can be made using this
envelope or by writing “Peace & Global Witness” on the memo line of a check
made payable to First Presbyterian Church.
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October 10/21 Ricky Iniesta October

10/22 Patty Dervin
/| 10/22 Janet Eby T 7,
Birthdays N onetEby Anniversaries
10/24 Bruni Claudio
10/24 Cathie Cripe

10/24 Richard Hetler 10/5 Joe and Patty Dervin

10/25 Alexander Metcalfe 10/9 Darin and Rachael Sorg
10/ 3 George Hay 10/25 Greg Miller 10/9 Kevin and Tiffany Neff
10/ 3 Bret Kramer 10/26 Anne Qualls 10/15 Justin and Holly Leatherman
10/ 7 Walt Wagner 10/26 Nicholas Zehr 10/16 Justin and Nicole Lehman
10/ 7 Darwin Olivera 10/27 Jalexis Alonso 10/18 Randall and Kelly Sorg
10/ 7 Lucas Ganger 10/27 Marc Miller 10/19 Wayne and Jackie Kramer
10/ 8 Joe Braun 10/28 Deborah Ferguson 10/23 Krys and Allison Yacks
10/ 8 Julia McCally 10/28 John Fish 10/29 Jim and Cathy Wray
10/10 Darrick Braun 10/28 Margarethe Kennedy 10/30 Scott and Missy Craver

10/11 Amy Cole
10/11 Barbara Jester
10/12 Hernel Silais
10/13 Geoffrey Lord
10/14 Doug Long
10/14 Eloise Yacks
10/15 Judi Sorg
10/18 Sara Barker
10/19 Doris Shank

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS: Eleanor Rhudy Palmison, Cathy Wray, George Hay; Martha
Hepler; Colin (Doug and Susan Longds grandson in
Bonnie Stout (mother of Tom (Chris) Stout); Bob M
Herring; Judy Schl obohm; Judi th Williams; Mar t ha
ter); Walt Wagner; Brad Gilmore (Jenny Al bertos
Brittney Myers in Rochester, NY (Hel ends granddau
West phal (Susanneds son)

Caring Bridge site for Eleanor Palmison: http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/eleanorpalmison

OUR PRAYERS OF SYMPATHY are with Ray and Terri Deahl , wup

Betty Jean Deahl McKeever, on September 9. (11861 North Ogden Point Road, Syracuse, IN 46567-
8723)

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Krys and Allison Yacks and Girls
901 South 7™ Street, Goshen 46526

Shari Nusbaum
1313 Park Meadows Drive, Goshen 46526

NEW BABY: Eleanor Rhudy Palmison, born to Meredith (Rhudy) and Andy Palmison, on
September 13. Eleanor's grandmother is Carol Rhudy; her uncle and aunt are Mark and
Khalie Rhudy. (8221 Asher Drive, Fort Wayne, IN 46815; Carol - 64734 Ravine Road,
Goshen 46526)

o N
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DRIVERS for October

In each Sunday's bulletin, the next week's driver and phone
number are listed. Sometimes this driver is different from
the name listed below — please use the name that is in the
bulletin.

The drivers are now using their personal vehicles to pick up
riders on Sundays. It is extremely important that if you want
a ride on a particular Sunday, you call the driver listed in the
bulletin.

Note: Herb Apel has graciously volunteered to bring
those living at Greencroft and wanting a ride to church. His
phone number is 537-4783. The pick-up time is 9:00 am.

October 5 Randy Cripe 320-7112
October 12 Mark Lindemood 830-5556
October 19 Marie Palacios 533-3529
October 26 Greg Miller 534-3660

Adult Sunday School Class meets at 9:15 am in
the Library. All are invited to join this class.

Elkhart Small Group i October 9

For those of you who live in and around Elkhart,
this group is for you. The Elkhart Small Group
meets once a month on the 2nd Thursday. Meeting
sites may be homes, coffee shops, or restaurants, at
the option of the group members. More informa-
tion will be in a Sunday bulletin about the Thurs-
day, October 9, Small Group. Contact Julia or Art
Stauffer with any questions.

OCTOBER DEACON ON CALL:
Beth Cripe, 536-8834

On Sunday, October 5,
remember to bring food for
the Food Pantry as part of our
celebration of communion.

In August, your gifts
fed 19 families (45 adults and 27 children).

As of September 23, your gifts have fed 11
families (25 adults and 18 children).

Sundays:

- Adult Sunday School; 9:15 am

- Discover First Worship; 10:20 am

- Children’s Worship & SS; 10:20 am
e  Tuesdays:

- MOPS (Ist and 3rd); 10:00 am

- Stitchers Bible Study (2nd and 4th); 10:00 am
- Tuesday Evening Small Group; 7:00 pm

e  Wednesdays:

- Chancel Choir; 6:30 pm

- Worship Planning Team; 7:45 pm
e Thursdays: Session (1st); 7:00 pm
- Elkhart Small Group (2nd); 6:15 pm

e Saturdays: The Living Room; 8:15 am
Friday, October 3: First Fridays; 5:30-9:00 pm

Sunday, October 5: World Communion Sunday

[ ]
[ ]
e Monday, October 6: Communion at Greencroft; 10:15
am

Thursday, October 9: Elkhart Small Group;
5Spm

Monday, October 20: Newsletter Deadline

[ ]
6:1
[ ]

Tuesday, October 21: Foundation; 6:00 pm
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First Word  (October 2014)
First Presbyterian Church
215 East Lincoln Avenue
Goshen, IN 46528

First Word

A publication of
First Presbyterian Church
215 East Lincoln Avenue, Goshen, IN33@328

SUNDAY WORSHIP
Adult Sunday School; 9:15 am
Discover First Worship; 10:20 am
Chi | dr e n 65SuayrSehboi: 10:2&amK
Fellowship before and after Discover First Worship
TUESDAY
MOPS (1st and 3rd); 10:00 am
Stitchers Bible Study (2nd and 4th); 10:00 am
Tuesday Evening Small Group: 7:00 pm
WEDNESDAY
Chancel Choir; 6:30 pm
Worship Planning Team: 7:45 pm
THURSDAY
Session (1st); 7:00 pm
Elkhart Small Group (2nd); 6:15 pm
FRIDAY
First Fridays (1st): 59300 pm
SATURDAY
The Living Room: 89145 am

Church Website:

www.discoverfirstchurch.org
www.facebook.com/discoverfirst

Pastor: agriffin46528@comcast.net
Secretary: jhickman46528@comcast.net
Treasurer: wkramer46528@comcast.net

Phone:

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday:
Monday & Wednesday afternoon:
Tuesday & Thursday afternoon:

(574) 533-7845; fax (574) 533-4864

9:00 am-12:00 noon
By appointment
1:00-4:00 pm

Closed Friday

Church Staff:

Pastor: Alan Griffin

Secretary: Jeannie Hickman

Director of Music: ~ Marcia Yost

Organist: Dennis Huff

Home Visitor: Sharon O'Neill

Treasurer: Wayne Kramer

Custodians: Betty and Dave Hershberger

Nursery Attendants:

Kate Crawford and Jenna Lee
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